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INTRODUCTORY  CORRESPONDENCE. 


New  York,  Tth  March,  1850. 


Alfred  B.  Ely,  Esq.,  Boston. 

Dear  Sir  : — The  undersigned  were  appointed  a  Committee,  under  a  resolution 
of  Chancery,  which  was  unanimously  adopted  at  the  regular  meeting  of  that 
body  on  the  4th  inst.,  to  request  a  copy  of  the  Address  delivered  by  you  at  the 
Tabernacle,  in  this  city,  on  the  Anniversary  of  Washington's  birth-day,  the 
22d  ult.,  for  publication,  believing  that  its  general  distribution  will  aid  materially 
in  disseminating  the  principles  and  objects  of  the  Order  of  United  Americans. 

In  making  this  request,  as  directed  by  the  resolution,  we  would  simply  remark, 
that  after  the  unanimous  vote  of  Chancery,  it  would  seem  superfluous  to  urge 
any  personal  reasons  for  your  compliance. 

We  are  very  respectfully, 

And  fraternally  yours. 


X 


Boston,  March  12th,  1850. 


To  Messrs.  S,  Baldwin, 


G.  R.  Purdy,  ^  Committee. 
D.  K.  Seaman.  1 


Gentlemen  : — I  am  gratified  that  the  Chancery  which  you  represent  deem  my 
Address  worthy  of  publication. 

It  is  at  your  service  ;  and  if  it  shall  accomplish  any  thing  for  our  noble  ORDER 
I  shall  remain  your  debtor. 


Fraternally  and  truly  yours. 


Alfred  B.  Ely. 


OEATION. 


AMERICAN  LIBERTY— ITS  SOURCES— ITS  DANGERS— ITS  PRESERVATION. 


The  source  of  all  good  is  God.  The  Bible  is  the  word  of  God, — the  revelation 
of  God  to  man.  All  that  we  have,  or  are,  that  is  good,  we  owe  to  the  Bible. 
Were  it  not  for  this  revelation  of  Deity,  this  world  would  be  one  vast  Aceldama, 
replete  with  moral  putrefaction,  and  darkness,  and  death ;  without  one  ray  of 
light,  or  of  life.  Whatever  of  excellence  there  may  be,  has  come  not  from  be¬ 
low,  not  from  among,  or  out  of  ourselves,  even  :  but  down  from  above,  from  the 
great  source  of  light,  and  life,  and  blessedness.  Were  the  Bible  once  taken 
away,  or  its  leaves  sealed  up  ;  or  were  its  truths  unknown  and  disregarded,  and 
men  left  to  themselves,  what  of  life  is  in  the  world  would  forever  die,  and  the 
light  go  out  in  eternal  darkness. 

If  there  be  any  thing  of  Liberty  in  this  world,  it  is  owing,  under  God,  to  the 
gospel  of  His  Son  :  which — while  unfolding  man’s  true  relation  to  his  Maker,  his 
common  guilt,  and  his  common  need — by  introducing  him,  through  the  one  only 
Mediator,  to  the  Liberty  with  which  Christ  maketh  free — teacheth  him  the  true 
doctrine  of  a  Christian  equality ;  and  inculcates  a  freedom,  that  taketh  a  right 
from  no  one,  while  it  extendeth  to  each  his  due.  If  Liberty  conferreth  any 
blessings  on  its  votaries  :  if  any  of  those  blessings  are  enjoyed  by  us  :  to  the  un¬ 
adulterated  word  of  God,  the  Bible,  the  Gospel,  the  Christianity  of  the  Gospel, 
do  we  owe  them,  and  thither  should  we  ever  turn  our  grateful  acknowledgments. 

Religious  Liberty  once  imbibed,  and  understood,  showeth  the  right,  and  incul¬ 
cates  the  principles  of  civil  Liberty :  and  the  idea  of  a  Christian  equality  teacheth 
the  justice  and  necessity  of  a  political  equality  of  rights  and  privileges.  If  God 
be  no  respecter  of  persons,  still  less  should  man  be  so.  Pure  Christianity  going 
forth  on  its  heavenly  mission,  to  whatever  people  it  may  come,  ever  casts  out  the 
demon  of  Despotism,  if  it  be  but  suffered  to  exert  its  legitimate  influence.  Des¬ 
potism,  that  arch  fiend,  grievously  tearing  and  rending  the  habitation  that  it 
leaves,  if  once  cast  out,  will  never  rest  seeking  to  re-assert  its  power ;  and  if 
perchance,  through  wilfulness,  wantonness,or  neglect,  it  be  suffered  to  return,  it 
will  take  with  it  seven  other  devils  more  wicked  than  itself,  and  the  last  state  of 
that  people  will  be  worse  than  the  first. 

To  a  nation  in  bondage,  and  in  sin,  the  Bible  is  a  mandate  of  release  and  par¬ 
don,  if  its  teachings  be  regarded  •  but  if  spurned  the  last  chance  of  hone  will 
have  been  staked  and  lost. 

For  many  ages  since  the  Gospel  was  first  proclaimed,  the  Bible  was  shut  up 
from  the  people.  Ignorance  and  superstition — mighty  monsters — brooded  over 
the  earth,  shrouding  it  in  a  darkness  almost  palpable ;  while,  the  pure  light  of 
Christianity,  covered  up  and  concealed,  if  not  entirely  smothered  out,  under  the 
thick  drapery  of  the  whore  of  Babylon,  and  the  horrid  maskings  of  her  priestly 
mummeries,  well  nigh  perished  forever.  The  truths  of  the  Gospel  were  turned 
into  a  lie,  the  bonds  of  Christian  love  and  fellowship  into  galling  chains  of  su- 
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perstition  and  slavish  fear.  The  pastor  became  a  bloody  task  master  ;  and  the 
people, — slaves, — were  individually,  each  a  spy  upon  the  other,  and  propitiated 
their  tyrant  rulers  by  sacrificing  every  manly  feeling,  and  betraying  innocent 
blood.  Every  where  the  hungry  soul  that  asked  for  bread  got  but  a  stone,  or  a 
deadly  serpent;  and  religious  liberty  gave  way  to  a  despotism  more  terrible,  and 
more  exacting  than  that  of  a  pagan  Moloch. 

The  Bible,  carefully  hidden  away,  and  its  truths  utterly  disregarded;  the  God 
of  love  and  mercy  turned  into  a  demon  of  bloody  hate  and  persecution ;  men 
arrogated  to  themselves  the  keeping  of  the  keys  of  Heaven,  and  turned  them 
only  for  hire.  The  tyranny  of  the  priest  o'er  shadowed,  and  o’er  mastered  the 
tyranny  of  the  prince;  and  the  poor  people  were  ground  to  powder  between  and 
beneath  the  double  bondage.  Religious  Despotism,  with  the  cross  in  one  hand,  and 
bloody  sword  in  the  other,  went  abroad  crushing  out,  with  relentless  heel,  every 
spark  of  freedom  that  perchance  might  glimmer  out  upon  the  deep  darkness  ;  and 
subjugating  to  itself  alike  the  body  and  the  soul,  the  hand  and  the  heart  of  the 
sons  of  men,  its  grim  Medusa  head  seemed  to  turn  the  very  spirit  of  humanity  into 
stone.  The  Church,  like  the  false  and  sanguinary  goddess  of  the  east,  thirsted 
for  blood,  and  hundreds  of  thousands  of  hecatombs  of  human  sacrifices,  age 
after  age,  were  not  enough  to  satisfy  her  unnatural  cravings ;  while  her  priests 
and  votaries,  like  the  Thugs  of  India,  prowled  about  seeking  to  drag  the  unwary 
to  death,  and  ready  to  immolate  upon  the  reeking  altar  of  their  inexorable  tyrant 
any  who  should  dare  to  think,  or  speak,  or  act,  as  those  made  in  God’s  image,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  dictates  of  conscience,  or  the  promptings  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

Meantime  the  truth  still  lived,  buried  deeply  beneath  the  accumulating  mass 
of  error  and  of  wrong  ;  and,  although,  wherever  it  appeared  struggling  up  into 
the  sunlight,  it  was  cut  down  to  the  ground,  and  ceaseless  efforts  made  to  root  it 
out,  although  many  a  fair  field  was  desolated  with  fire  and  sword,  and  the  plough¬ 
share  of  persecution  laid  waste  the  bright  flowers,  and  sweet  fruits  that  would 
have  enriched  and  gladdened  weary  man ;  like  the  wheat,  three  thousand  years 
embalmed  among  the  tombs  of  the  Pharaohs’, — the  seed  of  the  Gospel  yet  lived, 
and  needed  but  to  find  congenial  soil  to  spring  forth  and  flourish  with  more  than 
pristine  vigor. 

Kings  and  princes,  potentates  and  powers  had  joined  with  Popes,  and  priests, 
and  shaven  monks,  to  keep  the  people  in  subjection ;  while  the  terrors  of  a  spirit¬ 
ual  despotism  were  brought  to  bear  with  crushing  weight  upon  every  aspiration 
after  freedom  that  might  breathe  heavenward. 

The  art  of  printing  came,  and  the  glorious  reformation  close  upon  its  heels. 
The  truth  could  no  longer  be  entirely  withheld  from  the  people.  The  leaves  of 
the  tree  of  knowledge  were  scattered  wide  by  the  winds  of  Providence,  for  the  heal¬ 
ing  of  the  nations.  As  the  seed  of  the  thistle,  wafted  on  the  summer  breeze,  falls 
far  from  the  parent  stock,  to  germinate  and  grow,  and  bear  fruit  to  spread  away 
in  turn : — so  the  seed  of  the  gospel,  scattered  abroad,  sprang  up  into  a  rich  and 
golden  harvest  of  liberty  and  love..  Wherever  the  Bible  came,  there  religious 
liberty  asserted  its  sway ;  and  with  still  small  voice  moving  on  the  soul,  and  teach¬ 
ing  the  equality  and  freedom  inculcated  in  the  gospel,  threatened  to  undermine 
and  overthrow  the  despotisms  of  the  world.  The  people  that,  in  bondage,  and 
in  want,  had  starved  upon  the  husks  of  ceremonial  observances,  or  that,  sick  and 
sad,  had  wasted  all  their  living  upon  the  wretched  quackery  of  their  ghostly  ad¬ 
visers,  eagerly  welcomed  the  word  of  God  to  their  hearts  ;  and  having  once  tasted 
the  free  bread  and  healing  waters  of  life,  spurned  the  mouldy  crusts,  and  bitter 
draughts,  that  venal  corruption  had  so  long  doled  out  to  them,  and  at  such  fata’ 
price.  King  and  priest  saw  in  this  a  death  blow  to  their  most  tyrannous  rule. 
Satan  trembled,  and  his  minions  every  where  grew  alarmed ;  while  all  the  powers 
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of  darkness  prepared  fhemselves  for  battle,  and  called  alike  princes  and  prelates 
to  the  rescue.  Then  burst  forth  into  horrible  conflict,  raginp;  with  ten-fold  fury, 
the  warfare  between  Despotism  and  Liberty  ; — a  warfare,  that  had  been  waged 
on  earth  from  the  time  when  the  great  enemy  of  the  human  soul  first  subjugated 
to  himself  the  life  of  man,  and  sealed  his  victory  with  the  blood  of  the  first  mar¬ 
tyr  to  religion,  and  the  cause  of  freedom ; — a  warfare,  which  will  continue  to 
rage  till  sin  and  death  shall  be  no  more.  How  then  was  the  green  earth  soaked 
with  thebbod  of  saints,  and  thickly  strown  with  the  murdered  corpses  of  those 
martyrs  of  liberty,  who  thought  it  better  to  obey  God  rather  than  man. 

On  English  soil  the  Bible  had  early  found  true  votaries.  There  its  seed,  once 
sown,  refused  to  be  rooted  out.  The  strong  sense  of  the  nation  grasped  it,  mused 
upon  it,  and  would  not  give  it  up.  The  gospel,  spite  of  priest  and  king,  lords 
spiritual,  and  lords  temporal,  began  to  assert  its  power,  and  like  leaven,  to  per¬ 
vade  the  great  mass  of  the  people.  The  fires  of  religious,  and  consequently  of 
civil  liberty,  smouldered  upon  the  hearthstones  of  the  populace,  although  the 
curfew  of  their  rulers  had  rung  to  put  them  out.  The  deep  red  coals  glowed 
beneath  the  ashes,  and  awaited  the  time  when  the  hand  of  Providence  should  rake 
them  out,  and  the  breath  of  Heaven  blow  them  into  flame  to  consume  alike  the 
despotism  and  the  despot,  the  tyranny  of  church  and  of  state. 

Under  the  8th  Henry,  besotted,  capricious  and  cruel, — Mary,  superstitious, 
merciless  and  morose, — Elizabeth,  haughty,  unscrupulous  and  cold, — and  the 
first  James,  the  pedant  knave,, and  fool,  the  genius  of  liberty,  growing  in  strength 
and  vigor  by  the  very  discipline  it  was  compelled  to  undergo  ;  burst  forth,  under 
the  courtly  craftiness,  the  heartless  selfishness,  and  dignified  chicanery  of  the 
elder  Charles,  a  giant  irresistible.  Then  came  days  of  terrible  retribution,  when 
despotism,  spiritual  and  temporal,  was  called  down  from  its  lofty  eminence,  and 
compelled  to  account  for  the  blood  it  had  shed,  and  the  liberties  it  had  so  long 
crushed  out.  The  cup  of  its  own  mingling  it  drank  to  the  very  dregs,  and  the 
deadly  draught  it  had  prepared  for  freedom  became  its  own  death  potion. 

Then  was  taught  the  lesson, — at  whibh  the  nations  stood  aghast,  and  the  mem¬ 
ory  of  which  will  endure  while  the  world  standeth, — that  kings  are  no  such  sacred 
things  that  they  may  not  be  made  amenable  to  their  people.  Then  came  there  out 
a  hand  and  wrote  upon  the  wall  words,  that  made  the  Belshazzars  of  the  earth 
to  tremble,  and  their  knees  to  smite  together ;  albeit  they  understood  not  their 
meaning.  Then  Liberty  triumphed,  terrible  in  her  vengeful  power,  and  despot¬ 
ism  received  a  blow  from  which,  may  Heaven  grant,  no  time  shall  bring  relief. 
The  seed  sown  by  Wicklifie  three  hundred  years  before,  that  had  heretofore 
put  forth  its  scattered  blades,  but  to  be  cut  down  by  the  ruthless  hand  of  perse¬ 
cution,  now  sprung  up  into  a  glorious  harvest.  Lollard  groves,  that  once  over¬ 
spread  well  nigh  half  of  England,  had  been  rased  to  the  ground ;.  but  the  old  roots 
remained,  and  now,  centuries  after,  burst  forth  into  Puritan  forests,  that  shot  out 
their  branches  into  the  free  air  of  Heaven  in  rich  luxuriance.  The  blood 
of  the  martyrs,  that  the  grim  tyrants  had  fain  thought,  like  water  spilt  upon  the 
ground,  could  not  be  gathered  up,  sprang  up  into  armed  men  eager  to  avenge  the 
cause  of  truth. 

The  genius  of  Liberty,  like  gentle  L’na,  going  forth  upon  her  mission  of  love, 
now  seized  by  hellish  monsters  or  more  hellish  men,  now  pining  in  deep  dungeons 
chained,  now  tortured,  and  now  led  out  to  die,  at  last  found  strong  champions  to 
espouse  her  cause,  and  redress  her  wrongs. 

Like  gentle  Una  wandering  far  and  wide, — 

Now  seized  by  gorgons  giim  or  dragons  dire, 

And  now,  far  worse,  by  men  of  lustful  pride, 

That,  with  despotic  will,  would  still  aspire 
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To  bend  her  pions  will  to  their  desire, 

And,  once  defiled,  thence  her  their  slave  to  make, — 

Sweet  Liberty,  a  prey  to  tyrants’  ire. 

Found  stout  avengers,  who,  for  her  dear  sake, 

Did  smite  her  cruel  foe-,  and  all  her  fetters  brake. 

The  Puritans  were  her  avengers,  and  well  did  they  fulfil  their  high  behest. 
“  Providence,  that  shapes  our  ends,  rough  hew  them  how  we  will,”  raised  up  the 
Puritans  for  a  high  and  holy  purpose,  and  endowed  them  with  the  peculiar  qual¬ 
ities  necessary  for  accomplishing  that  purpose.  Men  of  stern  resolve,  unbending 
integrity,  and  unflinching  courage,  as  though  marshaled  by  spirits  from  the  un¬ 
seen  world,  and  led  by  heavenly  guidance,  impervious  to  the  wocings  of  a  worldly 
selfishness,  and  the  insinuating  counsels  of  a  temporal  expediency,  they  strode  on 
in  grim  unwavering  confidence,  intact,  invulnerable,  trampling  down  all  opposi¬ 
tion,  and  spreading  terror  and  dismay  among  their  enemies.  Their  education, 
their  early  habits,  and  the  discipline  they  had  undergone,  rendered  them  as  un¬ 
yielding  as  the  rocks  that  skirt  their  native  land ;  and  persuaded,  as  by  the 
promptings  of  a  higher  power,  that  they  were  raised  up  for  a  lofty  purpose,  worldly 
considerations  were  to  them  like  the  blandishments  of  the  Court  of  Pharaoh  to 
the  Hebrew  Lawgiver,  till  their  mission  was  accomplished.  The  Bible  had  been 
presented  to  them,  and  its  blessed  teachings  had  been  received  hij  them,  only  in 
peril  and  persecution.  They  had  gone  out  upon  the  lone  mountains,  and  into 
the  silent  valleys,  to  listen  to  the  words  of  Divine  Revelation  ;  or  by  stealth  had 
whisperingly  perused  them  in  their  secret  chambers,  and  at  the  midnight  hour, 
till,  by  the  constant  thought  of  opposition,  and  danger,  their  strained  nerves  had 
become  as  iron,  and  their  muscles  brass.  The  Bible  was  almost  their  only  book, 
their  only  literature,  their  thought  by  day,  and  their  dream  by  night ;  and  striv¬ 
ing  to  fight  the  good  fight  of  faith,  ever  “  as  in  their  gieat  taskmaster’s  e}^,” 
they  sought  by  the  severest  spiritual  struggles,  to  know,  as  by  a  direct  revelation, 
their  acceptance  with  God.  This  world  was  to  them  no  resting  place  of  inglorious 
ease;  but  a  place  of  labor  and  of  toil.  They  were  pilgrims  and  strangers  on 
the  earth,  traveling  towards  a  dread  eternity.  This  life,  though  a  stern  reality, 
was  but  a  preparation  for  another ;  and,  with  the  vivid  scenes  of  the  last  great 
day  constantly  in  their  thoughts,  they  stood  with  loins  girt  about,  and  lamps 
trimmed  and  burning,  waiting  for  their  summons  to  go  hence.  What  though,  in 
their  ardent  longings  after  spiritual  communications  from  above,  they  grew  aus¬ 
tere  and  sometimes  fanatical,  it  was  for  no  selfish  purpose,  and  no  unholy  end. 
What  though  they  canted ;  it  was  a  solid,  thoughtful  cant  of  no  doubtful  mean¬ 
ing.  What  though  the  world  called  them  hypocrites,  God  know  their  hearts,  and 
to  Him  alone  they  held  themselves  amenable;  wliile  their  fanaticism  was  godly 
in  its  bearing,  and  their  cant  such  as  Heaven  understood  and  did  not  disregard. 
What  though  they  rushed  to  extremes  of  precision!  In  their  holy  abhorrence  of 
the  graceless  profligacy,  and  shameless  wickedness  of  their  courtly  opposers,  what 
wonder  that  they  should  become  straight  laced  even  to  extravagance;  and  in 
their  utter  condemnation  of  the  ever  plia*nt  conscience  of  the  roystering  cavalier, 
well  might  their  own  assume  the  rigidity  of  iron.  If  there  was  any  deception, 
they  were  themselves  deceived;  v/hile  with  the  consciousness  of  the  burning  eye 
of  Jehovah  full  upon  them,  they  sought,  by  their  very  rigidness,  to  fulfil  what 
they  deemed  the  great  end  of  their  being.  They  conceived  themselves  the 
avengers  of  the  blood  of  the  saints,  that  for  so  many  years  had  been  poured 
out  an  offering  to  Satan,  and  the  fouV  spirit  of  Despotism.  They  were  the 
champions  of  the  Gospel — of  a  purer,  nobler  Christianity  than  had  ever  before 
prevailed  in  their  native  land  ;  champions  of  religious  Liberty  in  fact,  and,  in 
consequence,  the  honored  pioneers  and  vindicators  of  civil  and  political  freedom. 
God  was  to  them  their  coinmon  Creator  and  Governor.  Each  and  all  were  alike 
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and  equally  amenable  to,  and  dependent  upon  Him  j  and  each  and  all  alike  must 
and  could  come  to  Him  but  through  the  one  only  Mediator,  without  human  aid 
or  intervention.  Christ  was  the  sole  head  of  their  church,  their  High  and  only 
Priest,  and  they  were,  each  and  all  alike,  members  of  His  Body,  and  dependants 
upon  His  grace.  To  them,  who  were  children  of  God  by  the  divine  right  of 
adoption,  and  heirs  of  Heaven  by  election  of  the  Spirit,  the  divine  right  of  Kings 
and  Bishops  was  an  idle  tale.  Themselves  IHngs  by  a  truer  token,  and  Bishops 
by  a  better  authority,  princes  and  prelates  were  no  longer  sacred  things ;  but 
men  fallible  and  amenable  as  other  men.  What  was  apostolic  succession  to 
those  who  derived  their  commission  directly  from  the  word  and  Spirit  of  God! 
and  what  the  unction  of  ghostly  ordination,  or  absolution,  to  those  who  had  the 
divine  unction  in  their  own  souls  !  To  them,  who,  in  the  inner  sanctuary  of  their 
own  spirits,  held  direc^ommunion  with  the  Eternal  Son,  the  monkish  mummeries 
of  popish  or  prelatic  intervention  were  as  old  wives’  fables.  They  had  no  adora¬ 
tion  but  for  Heaven,  no  worship  but  for  God.  Before  him,  abased,  and  humble, 
and  self  abhorrent,  they  knew  men  only  as  their  equals,  or  as  unequal  only  in 
the  measure  of  their  spiritual  attainments.  Knowing  that  “  God  looketh  not  on 
the  outward  appearance  but  upon  the  heart,” — that,  once  clothed  in  the  robes  of 
Christ’s  righteousness,  they  were  numbered  with  the  saints,  they  spurned  all 
flowing  coats  and  capes,  and  broidered  skirts — the  washing  of  pots  and  pans, 
displays  of  pictures  and  perfumery,  candlesticks  and  crosses,  as  the  sounding 
brass  and  tinkling  cymbals  of  pharasaical  observances.  Hence  they  fought 
against  Despotism,  spiritual  and  temporal,  with  a  high  and  holy  daring,  such  as 
the  world  scarce  ever  saw  before,  and  with  a  courage,  an  honesty,  and  a  perse¬ 
vering  truthfulness,  such  as  the  world  will  scarce  ever  see  again.  However  pre¬ 
cise  in  their  manners,  however  quaint  in  their  worship,  in  council  they  were  un¬ 
surpassed,  and  in  action  unequalled.  The  profligate  courtier,  and  the  wily  priest, 
might  laugh  at  their  prim  attire,  their  boots  and  beard,  their  straight  cut  hair 
and  steeple  hats,  and  sneer  at  their  canting  psalms,  and  nasal  exhortations — be¬ 
cause  forsooth,  they  could  never  fathom  the  deep  and  earnest  feelings  that  led  to 
these  very  quaint  extravagances ;  but,  at  the  council  board,  the  laughers  shrunk 
into  utter  insigniflcance  before  the  prim  precisions,  and,  in  the  field,  the  sneerers 
fled  from  the  face  of  the  canting  psalm  singers  like  chaff  before  the  wind. 

The  spirit  of  liberty,  just  then  rousing  up  from  the  confinement  of  ages,  and 
rejoicing  in  the  possession  of  untried  strength,  sometimes  put  forth  more  energy 
to  accomplish  a  purpose  than  necessity  required.  Determined  to  strike  effect¬ 
ually,  while  unused  to  measuring  blows,  and  ignorant  alike  of  her  own  strength, 
and  the  resistance  to  be  overcome,  she  struck  harder  than  she  need,  and  often 
bruised  and  mangled,  when  she  meant  but  to  subdue.  It  was  necessary  she 
should  strike,  and  she  struck  fearlessly,  ponderously,  and  with  hearty  will.  The 
mighty  blows  of  her  gleaming  curtal  axe  fell  upon  the  defences  of  tyranny, 
whether  of  king  or  priest,  like  the  blows  of  the  lion  hearted  Richard  upon  the 
gates  of  Ascalon  ;  while  her  bright  two-handed  sword  mowed  down  the  opposing 
cohorts  of  despotism,  as  did  the  sword  of  the  English  king  the  thronging  hosts 
of  the  Paynim  upon  the  plains  of  Palestine.  The  Puritans  were  her  body  guard, 
her  chosen  champions,  and  Cromwell  and  his  Ironsides  did  noble  duty,  when,  at 
her  behest,  they  swept  the  field  at  Naseby,  and  at  Preston,  at  Dunbar  and  at 
"Worcester;  while  ‘‘Win  the  Fight”  Newell,  and  “  Hold  fast  the  Faith”  Brew¬ 
ster  were  none  the  less  valiant  and  true  for  bearing  names  whose  very  uncouth¬ 
ness  indicated  the  sturdy  independence  of  those  '^o  thus  gratified  their  own 
love  of  liberty. 

Free  soldiers  of  the  God  of  Jacob,  they  were  as  irresistible  as  the  armies  of 
Israel,  led  by  the  son  of  Nun ;  and  striking  for  the  faith  once  delivered  to  the 
saints,  they  struck  for  human  freedom,  and  for  human  rights. 
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While,  however,  the  sufferings  of  ages  past  were  being  terribly  avenged,  the 
welfare  of  ages  to  come  was  to  be  provided  for,  or  at  least  attempted ;  and  at¬ 
tempted  too  upon  the  only  true  and  permanent  basis,  viz  :  the  freedom,  civil  and 
religious,  taught  by  the  great  gospel  doctrine  of  “  Justification  hy  faith  alone J 
Far-seeing  men,  looking  upon  what  they  were  doing,  and  to  do,  as  intended  to 
influence  the  actions  and  the  happiness  of  future  generations,  they  digged  deep 
to  lay,  and,  thank  God,  did  lay  lasting  foundations  of  truth  and  righteousness  ] 
— -foundations  on  which  we  are  now  grounded  and  built  up  ] — foundations  which 
alone,  as  the  basis  of  true  liberty,  can  last,  or  receive  the  approbation  of  Heaven! 

Praise-God-Barebones,  He-that-endureth-to-the-end-shall-be-saved-Cooley,  and 
Fight-the-good-fight-of-Faith-Ed wards, — while  in  their  closets,  with  strong  cry¬ 
ing  and  tears,  they  mourned  the  hidings  of  God’s  countenance,  wrestled  mighti¬ 
ly  for  the  full  assurance  of  Hope,  or  became  wrapped  in  fancied  visions  of  the  eter¬ 
nal  world — while  in  their  religious  assemblies,  they  sang  psalms,  and  preached 
long  homilies  upon  original  sin,  the  vanities  of  the  world,  and  the  perseverance  of 
the  saints,  in  common  life  they  understood  the  true  nature  of  man,  and  his  needs, 
better  than  any  king  or  prelate  had  ever  done ;  and  in  legislative  and  executive 
capacity,  knew  better  the  real  rights  and  wants  of  the  people,  better  how  to  as¬ 
sert  those  rights,  and  to  relieve  those  wants,  better  how  to  conceive,  adopt,  and 
enforce  measures  calculated  for  the  general  good,  than  any  prince,  or  peer,  bishop, 
knight,  or  noble  lord  that  England  had  ever  seen  for  ages,  if  at  all.  They  were 
taught  of  God  and  so  were  wise.  Esteeming  themselves  the  champions  of  human 
liberty,  and  the  divine  right  of  Christian  freedom  and  equality ;  embraced  in  a 
covenant  more  holy  than  the  Abrahamic,  and  commissioned  by  an  authority  higher 
than  the  Apostolic;  with  deep  and  earnest  prayer,  and  thoughttulness,  they 
set  themselves  at  work  to  vindicate  the  rights  of  the  people,  and  to  make  forever 
permanent  those  civil  and  political  truths  and  privileges  which,  naturally  and 
necessarily,  grow  up  out  of  the  teachings  of  the  word  of  God. 

It  was  no  holiday  task,  to  be  executed  by  the  mincing  movements  of  the  vota¬ 
ries  of  rosewater  and  perfumery;  but  a  task  of  patience,  and  of  toil,  for  men  of 
iron  mould  and  hardihood.  A  courage  the  most  invincible,  a  fortitude  the  most 
heroic,  a  sense  of  duty  the  most  overwhelming,  and  a  piety  the  most  profound, 
with  the  hope  of  a  heavenly  reward  at  last,  alone  sustained  them ;  and  by  mak¬ 
ing  them  almost  insensible  to  the  selfishness  of  this  world,  enabled  them  to  per¬ 
severe  and  triumph  even  up  to  the  point  they  reached.  If  they  were  stern  and 
uncompromising,  no  thoughtful,  patriotic,  pious,  independent  soul  could  then  have 
been  otherwise.  Wrong  and  injury,  once  resisted  with  a  full  sense  of  being  in, 
and  battling  for  the  right,  will  make  men,  that  are  men,  stern,  and  uncompromis¬ 
ing,  though  they  may  sometimes  mistake  as  to  the  extent  to  which  their  stern¬ 
ness  should  be  carried. 

The  giants  of  those  days,  the  Hampdens,  Pyms,  Iretons,  Miltons,  Cromwells, 
rose  up  at  the  call  of  Divine  Providence,  as  the  active  exponents  of  those  repub¬ 
lican  principles,  which  owed  not  their  origin  to  man’s  teachings,  but  to  God's  ; — 
to  the  teachings  of  the  pure  Gospel  of  Christ.  Indeed,  the  seed  of  the  Gospel 
once  planted  in  good  soil,  and  suffered  to  spring  up,  ever  brings  forth  the  golden 
fruits  of  freedom  and  Republicanism.  In  the  eloquent  language  of  another. 
“If  the  world  should  once  more  sink  in  darkness  and  spiritual  bondage,  those 
principles  will  once  more  rise  in  majesty,  to  vindicate  the  rights  of  man,  and  the 
truth  of  God.  Their  might  inherent  and  indestructible.  In  the  greater  spread 
of  light  and  freedom,  and  pure  religion,  these  principles  will  ever  continue  to 
rise  and  prevail.”  *  * 

“  They,”  says  Lord  Brougham,  “  with  the  zeal  of  martyrs,  and  with  the  purity 
of  early  Christians,  the  skill  and  courage  of  the  most  renowned  warriors,  obtained 
for  England  the  free  constitution  which  she  enjoys.” 
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Among  those  noble  souls,  Oliver  Cromwell  stands  pre-eminent.  And  I  am  glad 
to  seize  the  passing  opportunity  to  render  to  the  memory  of  that  man  my  feeble 
tribute  of  respect  and  praise.  England  never  saw  a  greater  or  a  nobler  man— as 
a  general  unequalled,  as  a  statesman  unsurpassed.  Though  she  cast  out  his  body 
upon  the  dunghill,  she  could  not  cast  out  from  her  laws,  her  institutions,  and  her 
history,  the  impress  of  his  mighty  spirit.  Though  she  now  refuse  him  a  place 
among  her  sovereigns,  the  whole  together  of  her  princes  can  hardly  outweigh  the 
good  conferred,  and  the  glory  won  by  this  one  man.  To  him  it  would  be  small 
honor  to  be  reckoned  among  her  kings ;  but  to  them  it  is  sorry  praise,  or  rather 
cutting  censure,  to  strike  him  from  the  list ;  although,  perhaps,  as  England  has 
so  few  sovereigns  of  whom  she  may  be  proud,  she  prefers  the  average  mediocrity 
that  exists  without  him,  to  the  glaring  inequality  that  would  appear  were  he 
numbered  with  the  rest.  The  hereditary  knaves  and  fools  that  have  sat  sinkings 
on  the  English  throne  would  indeed  present  but  a  sorry  sight  in  comparison  with 
the  ma7i  Cromwell.  Their  memories  shall  rot  on  the  dunghill  where  his  body 
has  been  thrown,  while  the  mark  of  his  mighty  mind  shall  remain  indelibly 
stamped  upon  the  broad  page  of  English  Constitutional  Liberty.  Quick  of  ap¬ 
prehension,  grasping  a  subject  in  all  its  bearings  at  a  glance,  he  was  prompt  in 
his  decisions,  and  rapid  and  energetic  in  his  actions ;  while  his  conclusions  were 
as  correct  and  just  as  they  were  promptly  arrived  at.  He  was  eloquent  only  in 
deeds.  He  could  c?o,  better  than  he  could  talk,  or  tell  the  why.  Action  at  once 
followed  thought.  He  did,  while  others  reasoned,  and  left  the  thing  done  to  prove 
its  own  necessity.  A  sturdy,  blunt  man,  of  sound,  practical,  common  sense,  he 
spoke  out  what  he  believed,  and  acted  as  a  true  man  should  act,  straight  forward¬ 
ly.  Courtly  graces,  and  honied  phrases  were  repugnant  to  his  grim  independ¬ 
ence.  To  conceive  a  thing  was  to  do  it,  without  circumlocution,  and  without  de¬ 
lay.  The  plain,  plate  armor,  and  stout,  iron-hilted  sword  of  Truth,  suited  him  far 
better  than  the  flexible  coat  of  mail,  and  delicate  rapier  of  subtle  casuistry.  His 
patent  of  Nobility  was  from  Heaven.  To  his  greatness  no  situation  could  add  a.n 
honor  5  while  he  conferred  lasting  honor  on  every  situation  he  was  called  upon 
to  fill .  Had  he  an  indomitable  will !  it  was  a  will  indomitable  for  the  right ; 
and  with  a  deep  and  soul  absorbing  sense  of  his  accountability  to  God,  he  deter¬ 
mined  to  do  what  he  thought  to  be  right  at  whatever  hazard,  and  as  he  should 
answer  it  to  his  final  Judge.  He  was  no  hypocrite  ;  whatever  those  may  say, 
who  can  not  understand  his  patriotism  or  his  piety,  or  who  may,  perchance,  alike 
hate  them  both ;  but  a  man  true  to  himself,  to  his  country,  and  to  Heaven.  He 
was  a  lover  of  true  Liberty — Liberty  under  Law — but  a  hater  of  all  licentious¬ 
ness.  Did  he  ever  rule  with  an  iron  hand  !  he  did  it,  not  as  a  despot,  who  would 
make  his  people  slaves,  but  with  the  majestic  sternness,  and  firm  integrity  of  a 
judge,  determined  that  justice  should  be  done  to  all,  and  that  all  alike  should  be 
amenable  to,  and  under  the  protection  of  the  law.  A  true  Englishman,  as  a  true 
Christian,  to  the  promotion  of  the  real  welfare,  civil  and  religious,  of  the  nation, 
he  bent  the  mighty  energies  of  his  niicd.  The  dissolution  of  the  Rump  Parlia¬ 
ment,  so  often  quoted  as  a  specimen  of  high-handed  tyranny  and  usurpation,  I 
consider  as  an  instance  of  moral  sublimity  hardly  to  be  equalled  in  the  annals  of 
history.  That  Parliament  had  done  its  work.  Its  mission  was  accomplished  ; 
and,  lost  in  the  mazes  of  profitless  discussion,  it  refused  or  forgot  to  act.  The 
good  of  the  nation,  the  cause  of  Liberty  indeed,  required  that  it  should  cease. 
Cromwell  knew  this,  and  was  ready  for  the  emergency.  While,  like  a  superan- 
uated  judge  upon  the  bench,  ignorant  that  he  is  a  hindrance  rather  than  a  help 
to  justice.  Parliament  clung  to  its  position,  and  refused  alike  to  do  and  to  undo> 
he  took  the  high  responsibility  of  fearlessly,  but  honestly  cutting  the  knot  that 
would  not  be  untied.  Deeds  not  words  were  wanted  then.  Words  not  deeds 
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were  all  the  Rump  would  give.  Hence  as  unprofitable  servants  he  bade  them, 
“  in  the  name  of  God,  go !” 

What  lofty  heroism  was  there  !  dictated  by  no  wordly  wisdom ;  but  the  prompt¬ 
ing  of  a  deep,  religious  sense  of  duty.  He  knew,  as  by  a  sagacity  the  most  pro¬ 
found,  what  ought  to  be  done  ;  and  impatient  of  the  tardy  movements  of  dull 
comprehensions  around  him,  he  determined  to  do  it  himself  as  he  best  might. 
In  advance  of  all  around  him  in  his  perceptions  of  the  right,  and  in  his  desire  to 
develope  and  enforce  the  true  principles  of  an  enlightened  Liberty,  he  found  him¬ 
self,  almost  unaided  and  alone,  obliged  to  bring  the  nation,  as  by  force,  to  that 
advanced  position  which  he  had  attained,  but  which  the  mass  had  not  reached. 
If  he  was  despotic,  it  was  the  despotism  of  Divinity,  which  compels  men  to  do 
right  because  it  is  right,  and  to  live  under  and  enjoy  the  sanctions  of  equal  priv¬ 
ileges  and  duties  whether  they  will  or  no.  Understanding  the  wants  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  better  than  any  king  that  ever  sat  upon  the  throne,  he  endeavored  to  supply 
those  wants,  not  temporarily,  but  by  a  judicious,  solid,  far-seeing  policy,  lastingly. 
The  people  were  never  so  free,  the  laws  were  never  so  impartially  enforced  and 
observed,  the  rights  of  the  meanest  subject,  to  life,  to  liberty,  to  property,  and  the 
pursuit  of  happiness,  were  never  so  carefully  watched  over  and  vindicated,  as 
under  his  sway.  Each  was  free  to  enjoy  his  own  as  he  pleased,  so  long  as  he  re¬ 
spected  others’  rights. 

The  English  name  was  never  more  honored,  and  English  rights  never  more  re¬ 
spected,  than  during  his  rule.  Foreign  nations  well  knew  that  what  ho  said  he 
meant, — that  he  was  not  to  be  trifled  with, — that  his  justice  was  inflexible, — that 
his  integrity  was  unassailable, — and  his  vengeance  terrible.  “  J  am  an  English¬ 
man  was  as  potent  under  him,  as  was  “  I  am  a  Roman”  under  the  first  Ceesars. 
A  lover  of  the  Bible,  and  the  Christianity  of  the  Bible, — in  fact  a  lover  of,  and  a 
longer  for  the  Republicanism  taught  by  that  Christianity,  he  was  ready  to  sym¬ 
pathize  with  the  true  worshippers  wherever  to  be  found,  and  prompt  to  succor 
the  struggling  votaries  of  Liberty  wherever  their  cry  might  be  heard.  The 
champion  of  Protestant  freedom  j — almost  the  only  true,  and  fearless,  and  un¬ 
wavering,  and  incorruptible  champion  it  ever  had  in  power  ; — the  persecuted  ones 
never  appealed  to  him  in  vain ;  while  persecuting  priests  and  potentates  ceased 
their  bloody  work  at  hisbidding,and  fled  from  their  prey  awe-struck  at  his  very 
name.  Then  the  harrassed  ones  raised  their  heads  in  hope;  the  poor  wanderers 
in  dens  and  caves  came  out  into  the  glad  sun-light ; — the  meek  sufterers  rejoiced 
at  the  transient  ceasing  of  their  terrors ;  pious  souls  grew  glad,  and  patriots 
gathered  confidence.  The  name  of  Cromwell  was,  in  itself,  a  tower  of  strength 
to  the  weary  seekers  after  Liberty  every  where,  while  it  was  equally  a  terror, 
and  an  object  of  hate  to  the  tyrants  of  the  earth. 

That  a  single  spark  of  Christian  Liberty  remained  in  many  places,  upon  the 
altars  of  Freedom  where  we  now  find  the  fire  still  glowing,  is,  under  God,  owing 
entirely  to  him. 

High  up  upon  the  Alps  of  Italy,  cooped  among  the  hills  and  fissures  of  the 
rocks,  have  dwelt  for  ages  an  unconquered  community  of  Protestant  Christians. 
Persecution  had  tracked  them  with  its  sleuth-hounds,  and  sought  to  exterminate 
them  with  its  merciless  assassins.  Massacre  after  massacre,  directed  by  Pope, 
and  Priest,  and  despotic  King  had  thinned  their  ranks,  till  scarce  a  handful  were 
left,  of  those  patient,  holy  men,  lovers  of  God  and  of  Liberty.  Tyranny,  civil 
and  religious,  hating  them  as  Cain  hated  Abel,  as  Herod  hated  Christ,  had  deter¬ 
mined  to  blot  them  from  the  earth,  and  to  crush  them  out  with  the  most  relent¬ 
less  and  horrible  cruelties. 

It  was  of  them  the  Puritan  poet  so  nobly  wrote  : 

“  Avenge,  OLord,  ihy  slaughtered  saints,  whose  bones 
Lie  scattered  on  ihe  Alpine  mountains  cold ; 
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Even  them  ■who  kept  thy  truth  so  pure  of  old, 

When  all  our  fathers  worshipped  stocks  and  stones, 

Forget  not !  in  thy  book  record  their  groans 
Who  were  thy  sheep,  and  in  their  ancient  fold 
Slain  by  the  bloody  Piedmontese.,  that  rolled 
Mother  with  infant  down  the  rocks.  Their  moans. 

The  vales  redoubled  to  the  hills  and  they  ^ 

To  Heaven.  Their  martyred  blood  and  ashes  sow 
O’er  all  th’  Italian  fields,  where  still  doth  sway 
The  triple  tyrant !  that  from  these  may  grow 
A  hundred  fold,  who  ha\ing  learned  the  way 
Early  may  tiy  the  Babylonian  woe.” 

The  bitter  cry  for  help  was  raised,  and  rung  out  on  the  air.  Cromwell  heard 
that  cry,  and  rushed  to  their  relief  with  sympathizing  heart,  and  determined  pur¬ 
pose.  Almost  the  only  ruler  that  ever  flourished  who  had  the  manliness,  and  the 
moral  courage,  irrespective  of  diplomatic  considerations,  and  paltry  expediences, 
fearlessly  and  perseveringly  to  demand  redress  of  human  woe,  and  respect  for 
human  right,  and  toleration  and  regard  for  Protestant  freedom ;  his  prompt  ac¬ 
tion  commanded,  and  his  power,  and  the  dread  of  his  name  obtained,  from  the 
persecutors  of  these  Christians,  a  guaranty,  that  their  rights  should  be  respected, 
and  their  religious  liberties  remain  to  them  undisturbed.  From  that  day  the 
Light  of  the  Gospel  has  never  gone  out  upon  their  altars.  Beautifully  expressive 
is  their  coat  of  arms — a  torch  surrounded  by  blackness,  with  the  motto  -  Lux 
lucet  in  tenebris,''‘  the  light  shineth  in  darkness  ;  and  from  that  day  to  this,  this 
torch  gleams  out  upon  the  world,  as  an  ever-living  beacon-blaze  of  fire  to  the 
memory  of  Cromwell.  Flashing  out  a  pure  light  upon  the  papal  and  despotic 
darkness  that  envelopes  them,  a  Stromboli  upon  the  black  waters  round  about 
them,  the  Waldenses  are  a  monument  of  imperishable  glory  to  the  great  and  no¬ 
ble  man,  whose  large  heart  prompted,  whose  clear  head  planned,  and  whose  ready 
hand  executed  the  means  by  which  their  Bibles,  their  Religion,  their  Liberties, 
their  Lives,  and  their  Aitar-flres  have  been  preserved  to  them  and  to  their  children. 

Hence,  it  may  well  be  said,  that  were  all  other  acts  and  indications  of  the  man 
blotted  out,  here,  stamped  indellibly  upon  the  annals  of  human  freedom  and 
glory ;  and  boldly  scored  upon  the  midst  of  the  dark  face  of  Europe  itself,  on 
the  mountain  top,  whence  goes  up  to  Heaven  the  sweet  incense  of  Christianity 
from  pure  hearts  and  clean  hands,  in  the  existence  and  religious  liberty  of  these 
true  worshippers,  the  world  may  read,  in  glorious  letters  of  eternal  light  theim- 
])erishable  sign  manual  of  a  great  soul, — 

“  OLIVER  CR03IWELL,  HIS  MARE.” 

England,  at  this  day,  owing  more  to  him  than  almost  any  other  man,  ought 
proudly  to  rejoice  that  the  earth  ever  bore  a  Cromwell,  and  that  Cromwell  was 
an  Englishman.  Flippancy  and  infidelity  will  misunderstand  and  vilify  him ; 
hut  his  name  shall  yet  live  in  the  hearts  of  the  good  and  true,  and  his  memory 
shall  be  honored  and  reverenced  long  after  both  the  name  and  memory  of  his  ene¬ 
mies  shall  have  perished  forever  on  the  dung-hill  of  the  past. 

The  leading  Puritans  were  in  fact  in  advance  of  their  times.  The  English  age 
was  not  then  ripe  for  their  maturity,  nor  educated  for  their  science.  It 
was  no  easy  task  to  engraft  their  principles  of  Religion,  and  consequently,  of 
Civil  Liberty  upon  the  old  stock  of  reverence  for  prelatical  assumption,  and  obe¬ 
dience  to  kingly  power.  A  great  portion  of  the  people,  who  had  looked  to  their 
nobles  and  rulers,  as  to  beings  of  a  higher  order,  and  to  their  priests  and  bishops 
as  to  their  conscience-keepers  by  a  divine  right,  were  neither  sufficiently  enlight¬ 
ened,  nor  independent,  nor  pious,  to  break  through  the  habits  of  ages,  and  assert 
their  rights  as  men  created  in  the  image  of  God.  But  yet,  although  the  harvest 
that  the  Puritans  had  fondly  reared,  was  well  nigh  cut  down  to  the  ground  dur¬ 
ing  the  reigns  of  the  profligate,  and  shameless  poltroon,  and  out-door  alms-taker 
of  a  foreign  king,  the  second  Charles,  and  of  the  stupid  bigot  and  demented 
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knave,  the  second  James  ;  the  seed  remained,  and  sprung  up  again  to  hear  fruit 
in  the.  Revolution  of  eighty-eight,  which  sent  the  bloody,  selfish,  and  despotic 
house  of  Stuart  forth  to  wander  Cain-like  upon  the  face  of  the  earth.  The  sturdy 
Ruritan  oaks,  that  had  sprung  up  to  cover  the  aforetime  almost  barren  wastes, 
were  felled,  and  in  thSir  places  grew  the  stately  pine,  a  softer  wood,  but  green 
and  comely  and  useful  unto  man. 

The  Bible-based,  Furitan  principles  needed  a  peculiar  soil,  and,  to  flourish  in 
profusion,  required  to  be  planted  in  a  field  expressly  prepared  for  the  purpose, 
rather  than  in  those  previously  adapted  and  used  for  other  polities.  Yet  it  is 
true  from  the  testimony  of  their  bitterest  opponents,  that  whatever  of  true  Lib¬ 
erty  there  now  is  in  the  English  constitution  owes  its  existence  to  them.  Hume, 
no  Puritan  lover,  bears  unwilling  testimony  to  the  fact  when  he  says  : 

“  So  absolute  was  the  authority  of  the  crown,  the  precious  spark  of  liberty  had 
been  kindled,  and  was  preserved  by  the  Puritans  alone,  and  it  was  to  this  sect 
*  *  *  that  the  English  owe  the  whole  freedom  of  their  constitution.”  As  the 

O 

champions  and  conservators  of  English  liberty,  their  mission,  though  not  at  the 
time  consummated  as  they  could  have  wished,  has  nevertheless  been  so  gloriously 
performed,  that  the  world  will  be  their  debtor  evermore.  Well  has  it  been  said, 
“  None  need  claim  a  nobler  parentage  than  to  be  a  son  of  the  Puritans,  an  in¬ 
heritor  of  their  principles  and  their  piety.” 

But  let  us  turn  from  England  to  our  own  loved  land,  our  father-land,  our  home. 

To  the  wilds  of  this  Western  world  the  genius  of  Liberty  came  to  seek  a  true 
home,  and  to  build  up  for  herself  institutions  and  laws  upon  such  foundations  as 
she  herself  might  lay,  or  rather  upon  the  eternal  ond  immutable  foundations  of 
right.  God-blessed,  Bible-based,  Liberty-loving  Puritanism  here  found  free 
“scope  and  verge  enough”  for  its  largest  activity,  and  uninfluenced  by  other  than 
the  pure  promptings  of  a  Heaven-inspired  Christianity,  with  the  Gospel  of  the 
New  Testament  for  its  school  master,  it  reared  a  system  that  is  the  admiration  of 
the  world,  and  the  hope  of  every  lover  of  freedom  on  the  earth  j — a  system  that 
shall  live  and  flourish  so  long  as  its  fundamental  principles  shall  be  adhered  to, 
and  faithfully  administered,  and,  J  may  add,  no  longer. 

Ear-seeing,  strong-minded,  heaven-taught  men  were  they,  who  in  sufieringand 
in  sorrow,  in  hardship  and  in  want,  left  house,  and  home,  and  father-land  to  seek 
a  resting  place  in  a  distant,  bleak,  and  barren  wilderness,  that  they  might  un¬ 
molested  enjoy  the  worship  of  God,  and  the  institutions  of  the  Gospel,  after  a 
form,  and  in  a  manner  such  as  their  ideas  of  right  demanded,  and  such  as  their 
sturdy  love  of  liberty,  and  sense  of  their  own  deserts,  determined  to  have  and  to 
enjoy. 

“  The  Puritans,”  says  Hume,  “  sliippcd  themselves  oS*  to  America^  and  laid 
there  the  foundations  of  a  government,  which  possessed  all  the  liberty,  both  civil 
and  religious,  of  which  they  found  themselves  bereaved  in  their  native  country.” 

With  wisdom,  drawn  from  the  fountain  of  all  wisdom,  and  understanding,  de¬ 
rived  from  the  source  of  all  knowledge,  these  foundations  they  made  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  a  true  Christianit3’’, — Jesus  Christ  himself  being  the  chief  corner  stone  — 
in  which  all  the  building  fitly  framed  together  grew  into  a  glorious  temple.  To 
use  the  eloquent  language  of  another : 

“  The  republican  principles  of  the  Puritans,  owe  their  origin  to  the  word  of 
God  ;  to  the  principles  of  Church  polity  laid  down  in  the  New  Testament,  and  to 
its  delineations  of  the  organization  and  discipline  of  the  Primitive,  Apostolic 
Church.  Their  might  is  inherent  and  indestructible.  Future  generations  will 
yet  appreciate,  better  than  the  fondest  admirer  of  the  Puritans  has  ever  yet  ap¬ 
preciated,  the  worth  of  their  principles  to  the  cause  of  freedom  and  humanity, 
to  the  cause  of  righteousness  and  of  God.” 
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Deriving  their  notions  of  liberty  from  the  pure  word  of  God,  our  fathers  deter¬ 
mined  that  its  truths  should  be  taught  to  all  alike  ;  and  that  all  alike  should  have 
free  access  to  this  source  of  light,  and  life,  and  blessedness.  Knowing  too  that 
vice  is  ever  wedded  to  ignorance, — that  learning  is  the  handmaid  of  Religion,— 
that  wisdom  and  understanding  are  necessary  to  the  welfare  of  any  people,  and 
the  right  administration  of  any  government, — that  intelligence  as  well  as  integ¬ 
rity,  that  knowledge  as  well  as  virtue  are  requisite  to  the  comprehension,  the  en¬ 
joyment,  and  the  perpetuity  of  free  institutions,  they  determined  that  the  bless¬ 
ings  of  education  should  be  extended  to  all  alike,  and  that  all  alike  should  have 
the  means  of  knowledge  within  their  reach.  The  Bible,  that  taught  them  the 
principles  of  Liberty,  taught  them  also  the  necessity  of  educating  the  people  to 
fit  them  to  be  free; — an  education  not  of  the  heart  only,  but  of  the  head  like¬ 
wise.  Power  to  be  well  used  must  be  used,  not  only  virtuously,  but  intelligently. 
The  hand  is  of  little  -worth  unless  the  head  direct  it ;  and  the  head  is  valuable 
only  as  its  actings  are  based  upon  the  promptings  of  a  pure  heart.  Man,  without 
mind,  is  but  a  useless  clod  of  matter;  mind,  without  religion,  a  source  of  evil  in 
the  world.  The  intelligent  without  honesty  will  be  knaves ;  the  honest  without 
intelligence  fools.  Neither  are  fit  or  proper,  not  to  control  only,  but  to  have  any 
voice  whatever  in  the  affairs  of  any  people.  Hence,  with  wonderful  wisdom  and 
sagacity,  as  well  as  pious  zeal,  and  patriotism,  in  the  very  outset,  our  Puritan 
fathers  reared  side  by  side,  the  meeting  house,  and  the  school-house — temples  of 
Religion  and  of  Learning — mindful  alike  of  the  temporal  and  eternal  welfare  of 
their  descendants. 

The  Puritan  meeting-house  !  where  the  true  God  was  freely  worshipped — 
where  the  pure  Gospel  was  freely  preached  and  heard — where  a  common  de¬ 
pravity,  and  a  common  salvation  were  taught,  and  the  principles  of  a  Republican 
Christianity  inculcated — where  the  very  forms  of  stern  simplicity,  rejecting  all 
notions  of  sacramental  efficacy,  and  priestly  intercession — ghostly  go-betweens  of 
frail  humanity — and  bringing  all,  pastor  and  people,  alike  subject  to  the  same 
condemnation,  to  the  same  mercy  seat,  through  the  one  only  Mediator,  taught 
the  thronging  worshippers  the  great  doctrines  of  Religious  freedom,  and  equality 
of  right  and  obligation  ! 

The  Puritan  school-house  !  where,  with  the  Bible  as  the  first  text  book,  knowl¬ 
edge  was  imparted  under  rules  of  wholesome  discipline — where  the  mind  was 
early  trained  to  think,  to  investigate,  to  decide  upon,  and  to  act,  independently  and 
fearlessly,  and,  what  is  of  equal  Avorth,  to  intelligently  obey — where  the  intel¬ 
lectual  germs  of  excellence  were  cherished  and  exercised,  and  strengthened — 
where,  above  all  else,  in  obedience  to  the  precepts  of  a  right  republicanism, 
children  early  learned  that,  as  men,  they  Avere  to  be  regarded,  and  AA’-eighed,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  measure  of  their  true  worth,  and  that  birth,  and  rank,  and  wealth, 
conferred  no  lasting  benefit ;  but  that  to  every  aspirant,  high  or  low,  rich  or 
poor  alike,  the  paths  to  influence  and  to  honor  were  ever  open! 

Puritan  Meeting-houses,  and  Puritan  School-houses  !  dotting  the  hill-sides  and 
the  A'alleys  of  our  land,  impressing  upon  her  children  their  duties  to  their  felloAV- 
men,  and  their  accountability  to  God,  and  affording  to  them  freely  the  means  of 
understanding  and  fulfilling  those  duties,  and  of  meeting  that  accountability,  be¬ 
came  so  many  temples  and  nurseries  of  true  Liberty ;  and  the  children  taught 
within  their  walls,  and  brought  up  to  manhood  beneath  their  influences,  were 
in  after  days  not  only  ready,  but  thoroughly  and  understandingly  qualified  to  as¬ 
sert,  to  maintain,  and  to  vindicate  their  rights,  as  Christians  and  as  men,  to  the 
glorious  blessings  of  a  freedom  based  upon  the  eternal  principles  of  truth  and 
righteousness,  the  most  perfect  freedom  the  world  has  ever  seen. 

Man  should  be  measured  by  his  intrinsic  worth.  Every  man  has  his  own  pe- 
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culiar  position  in  the  scale  of  being,  and  that  state  of  society  is  the  most  perfect, 
where,  with  equal  rights  and  privileges,  each  one  finds  and  fills  his  proper  station, 
and  so  all  make  up  one  harmonious  whole.  To  fit  man  for  the  high  destiny  for 
which  he  was  created,  to  enable  him  to  fulfil  the  great  end  of  his  being,  he 
must  be  educated  in  heart  and  in  head,  religiously  and  intellectually,  for  this 
world  and  all  its  varied  duties,  and  trials,  and  obligations,  as  well  as  for  the  world 
to  come,  with  all  its  lofty  attainments,  and  holy  joys. 

All  this  our  Fathers  understood,  and  acted  upon,  and  so  far  as  humanity  could, 
they  strove  to  carry  it  out  into  actual  practice. 

In  such  manner,  and  upon  such  principles,  were  founded  the  great  and  glorious 
institutions  under  which  we  now  live,  and  in  which  we  rejoice.  The  Bible — the 
Gospel  of  the  New  Testament — the  Christianity  of  that  Gospel--the  freedom  and 
equality  taught  by  that  Christianity — the  individual  accountability  of  man  to 
God,  and  his  obligations  to  his  fellow-men — the  necessity  of  knowledge,  spiritual 
and  temporal,  to  answer  that  accountability,  and  to  fulfil  those  obligations — the 
capacity  of  man  for  self-government,  and  the  training  requisite  for  the  develop¬ 
ment  and  right  exercise  of  that  capacity — in  natural  sequence,  each  follo^’\?ing 
the  other,  under  the  fostering  care  of  Heaven,  have  taken  root  downward,  and 
borne  fruit  upward,  till  the  harvest  thereof  has  filled  the  earth  with  rejoicing. 

Well  then  may  we  pay  our  tribute  of  gratitude  and  admiration,  to  the  piety 
and  the  wisdom  of  those  who,  under  a  kind  Providence,  so  laid  the  foundations, 
and  reared  the  thick  walls  of  the  temple  in  which  it  is  our  happiness  to  worship. 

Mav  it  stand  forever ! 

■/ 

\Vith  such  preparation,  opportunity  alone  was  wanting  for  those  principles,  so 
long  and  so  thoroughly  instilled  into  the  public  mind,  to  develope  themselves. 

The  encroachments  of  England  upon  the  rights  of  our  fathers,  gave  the  de¬ 
sired  opportunity,  and  with  infinite  toil  and  sufiering,  they  showed  their  devotion 
to  those  principles,  and  triumphantly  vindicated  their  excellence  and  truth. 
Without  such  training,  and  the  lofty  self-sustaining  heroism  consequent  thereon, 
our  Revolution  had  never  been  begun,  much  less  carried  out  to  such  a  noble  con¬ 
summation.  Had  not  the  great  mass  of  the  people  been  imbued  with,  not  only 
the  spirit  of  liberty,  but  with  wisdom  and  knowledge — had  they  not  in  fact  been 
educated  as  if  with  that  express  end  in  view,  they  could  never  have  successfully 
sustained  themselves  in  that  momentous  struggle  ;  or  if  so,  could  never,  at  its 
close,  so  wisely,  and  so  wondrously,  framed  a  constitution  and  a  polity  in  itself  so 
wondrous  wise.  It  was,  to  be  sure,  the  framing  and  putting  together  materials 
already  prepared— the  execution  of  a  plan  already  conceived  • — but  the  long  and 
toilsome  years  of  previous  labor  were  necessary  for  the  gathering  together  of 
those  materials,  and  the  training  and  instructing  of  the  workman  as  to  their 
proper  use  and  adaptation,  else  had  the  temple  never  been  reared. 

As  the  materials  for  the  Temple  of  Solomon  were  all  hewn  and  squared  in  the 
forests  of  Lebanon,  so  the  principles  contained  in  our  free  institutions,  and  framed 
into  the  constitutions  under  which  we  live,  were  fitted  and  prepared  elsewhere 
and  before,  in  the  sanctuary,  and  the  school-house,  so  that,  when  the  time  came 
to  put  them  to  practical  use,  they  were  found  ready  furnished  in  the  minds  and 
hearts  of  the  people ;  and  the  working  of  the  system  was  not  so  much  the  trial 
of  a  thing  entirely  new,  as  the  putting  to  use  of  things  already — preconceived 
and  understood — not  so  much  educating  the  people  to  a  new  order  of  things,  as 
the  introducing  of  an  order  of  things,  consonant  with,  and  agreeable  to,  opin¬ 
ions,  and  desires,  and  an  education,  previously  acquired,  and  already  existing. 

From  the  midst,  and  as  the  exponents  of  such  an  ec^ucation,  arose  such  men  as 
Washington,  and  Marshall,  and  John  Jay — Christian  men  and  statesmen,  men 
that  gave  dignity  and  lustre  to  poor  humanity,  who  reverenced  God  rather  than 
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man,  who  lived  in  His  love,  and  acted  in  His  fear,  hlodel  men  were  they  for 
nations  to  honor,  and  emulate,  and  copy  after,  in  all  ages  of  the  world  !  Men 
whose  republicanism,  like  that  of  the  Puritans,  was  alike  removed  from  the  un¬ 
natural,  fictitious  inequality  of  the  aristocracy  of  former  times,  and  the  equally 
unnatural  levelling  equality  of  the  democracy  of  later  times. — A  republicanism 
that  taught  an  equality,  based,  not  upon  the  mere  idea  of  humanity,  but  upon 
the  common  right  of  all  men  to  strive  for  and  attain — that  inculcated  a  freedom 
of  thought  and  action  in  one,  that  should  never  intrude  upon  the  freedom  of 
another — that  proclaimed  to  each  the  right  to  do  as  he  might  choose,  provided  he 
should  choose  to  do  the  right :  and  offered  a  liberty  that  in  asserting  its  own  should 
ever  respect  the  rights  of  others. 

There  are  such  things  as  right  and  wrong,  inherent  in  the  constitution  of 
things.  _To  do  the  right,  and  avoid  the  wrong,  is  the  great  end  of  being.  Reli¬ 
gious  freedom  is  not  infidelity — it  is  not  to  disobey  and  disregard  moral  and  reli¬ 
gious  obligation — it  is  not  to  be  free  from  all  obligations,  and  to  do  or  believe 
simply  as  one  may  choose;  but  it  is  a  freedom  to  do  and  believe  the  right — to  do 
and  believe  whatever  man  may  desire  to  believe  and  do,  consistently  with  his 
duty  to  God  and  his  obligations  to  his  fellow-men.  Christ  came  not  to  destroy, 
but  to  fulfil  the  law ;  and  Christianity,  while  it  destroys  all  religious  despotism., 
maketh  its  votaries  free  suhjecU  of  the  Divine  government,  and  glad  performers 
of  the  requirements  of  the  Divine  Law.  A  true  obedience  to  the  Creator  is  the 
truest  freedom  of  the  creature. 

Liberty  is  not  licentiousness.  In  every  relation,  we  are  amenable  to  Law,  and 
under  all  circumstances  we  are  met  by  its  awful  sanctions.  In  our  moral  exist¬ 
ence,  we  are  subject  to  the  Divine  Laws  of  God;  in  our  physical  existence,  to 
the  Laws  of  Nature ;  and  in  our  social  and  civil  existence,  to  the  Laws  of  Society 
and  of  human  government.  In  each  relation,  if  we  disobey,  we  suffer.  Those 
who  are,  in  the  best  sense,  the  best  Christians  will  be  the  best  citizens.  Those 
who  truly  know  and  enjoy  the  Liberty  inculcated  by  a  pure  Gospel,  are  ever  the 
sturdiest  asserters  of  Liberty  in  all  its  bearings  upon  the  condition  of  man.  The 
planets  move  in  their  proper  orbits,  and  suns  and  systems  stand  in  their  assigned 
places  by  Divine  command.  The  things  of  earth,  the  birds,  and  beasts,  and 
creeping  things,  the  fruits  and  flowers,  and  all  that  makes  this  world  bright  and 
beautiful,  fill  their  several  stations  in  obedience  to  God’s  Law.  So  man  only  ful¬ 
fils  the  great  ends  of  his  existence,  when  he  freely  acknowledges  his  obligations, 
and  strives  to  fulfil  all  his  duties,  in  obedience  to  the  Truth. 

These  great  truths  are  applicable  as  well  to  nations,  as  to  individuals.  The 
mass  are  as  accountable,  and  as  amenable  as  the  persons  who  compose  it. 

The  modern  doctrine,  that  the  people,  in  all  cases,  and  under  all  circumstances, 
are  the  supreme  arbiters  of  right  and  wrong,  is  false  and  pernicious.  There  are 
eternal  and  unchangeable  principles  of  right,  which  no  circumstances  can  vary, 
and  which  God  himself  may  not  disturb.  These  lie  behind  and  beneath  the  will 
of  the  people,  as  they  do  the  will  of  a  man.  To  them  should  that  will  ever  faith¬ 
fully  conform,  and  any  variance  or  departure  from  them,  will  and  must  prove 
disastrous,  from  the  very  nature  of  things.  Aside  from  these  fundamentals,  the 
will  of  the  people  may  well  determine  the  right  or  wrong  of  acts  and  things. 
But  unless  that  will  be  conformable  to  those  great,  and  eternal,  and  immutable 
principles  when  required,  how  shall  it  judge  and  act  righteously  in  any  other  cir¬ 
cumstances.  The  Liberty  that  degenerates  into  licentiousness  will  ere  long  be¬ 
come  the  most  galling  despotism.  The  people  that  will  disregard  principle  and 
right  for  a  temporary  expediency,  or  for  a  selfish  end,  will  become  the  readiest 
tools,  or  victims  of  tyranny;  and  will,  inadvertently  perhaps,  but  none  the  less 
surely,  betray  the  very  cause  of  true  liberty,  and  like  Sampson,  wake  from  their 
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state  of  self-sufficient  security,  to  find  themselves  deprived  of  the  glorious  light 
of  life,  and  compelled  to  grind  in  darkness  in  the  prison-house  of  their  enemies. 
The  transition  from  license  to  slavery  is  almost  instantaneous,  and  once  shorn  of 
the  locks  in  which  our  strength  lies,  we  fall  an  easy  prey  to  despotic  power. 

As  there  will  ever  be  the  truest  freedom,  and  the  purest  happiness,  in  the  fam¬ 
ily  where  each  knows,  and  with  glad  heart  fills  his  proper  station,  regardful  of 
the  rights  of  others,  and  obedient  to  the  laws  and  principles  inherently  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  domestic  relation ;  so  there  will  ever  be  the  most  rational  and  God- 
blessed  Liberty  among  that  people,  where  the  truth  is  ever  free  and  unobstructed 
in  its  teachings — where  each  enjoys  his  own — where  all  are  free  to  strive,  while 
the  worthy  only  win — where  the  people  ever  bow  to  the  voice  and  counsels  of 
wisdom — where  God  is  reverenced  and  the  laws  obeyed — where  Education  and 
Religion,  no  spurious  offspring  of  a  false  philanthropy,  or  mawkish  liberality, 
(for  your  liberal  Christians  are  not  unfrequently  the  most  illiberal  of  men,)  but 
the  true  results  of  a  Bible-based,  Heaven-taught  understanding,  go  hand  in  hand, 
alike  free  to  all,  alike  reverenced  by  all,  and  alike  imparting  health  and  happi¬ 
ness  t'^  all. 

If  these  things  be  true,  and  who  will  say  that  they  are  not : — if  such  were  the 
notions  of  our  Fathers,  in  founding  our  governmental  polity  and  such  I  conceive 
to  be  the  fact — how  shall  we  bequeath  to  others  what  they  bequeathed  to  us  of 
all  that  is  high,  and  holy,  and  gloriously  great! 

The  answer,  simple,  and  to  my  mind  conclusive,  is  this  : — by  ourselves  reli¬ 
giously  conforming  to,  and  acting  upon,  the  same  notions  ;  by  educating  the  peo¬ 
ple,  and  the  whole  people,  upon  the  broad  basis  of  the  Bible.  No  man  is  fit  for 
any  station  unless  he  be  properly  educated  for  it ;  so  a  people  are  not  fit  to  be 
free,  or  to  enjoy  the  blessings  of  Liberty,  unless  they  be  prepared  for  it  by  a 
previous  training.  If  a  right  education  prepared  us  to  be  free,  a  right  education 
must  keep  us  free.  The  ignorance  or  the  wickedness,  that  never  could  have  ac¬ 
quired  Liberty,  can  not  retain  it  •  on  the  contrary,  can  and  will  destroy  it.  They, 
who  may  be  ignorant  of  the  true  and  fundamental  principles  of  a  stable  freedom, 
will  stupidly  and  forever  lose,  while  they,  who  pervert  those  principles,  will  wan¬ 
tonly  destroy  the  freedom  they  may  have.  If  a  people  are,  perchance,  both  per¬ 
verse  and  without  knowledge,  no  power  can  or  ought  to  save  them.  The  tree 
must  be  good  that  the  fruit  may  be  good  also.  The  people  must  be  both  honest 
and  intelligent,  else  will  they  be  traitors  or  be  betrayed. 

If  ignorance  and  vice,  either  or  both,  in  the  mass,  be  destructive  to  true  liberty  ; 
either  or  both,  in  the  few,  can  not  but  have  an  evil  influence  in  a  proportional 
degree.  As  virtue  and  knowledge  ncces.sarily  decide  the  fitness  of  any  communi¬ 
ty  to  judge  and  act  for  themselves — to  enjoy  and  to  perpetuate  the  blessings  of 
freedom — so,  other  things  being  equal,  virtue  and  knowledge  ou^ht  to  be  made 
the  test  of  the  right  of  any  individual  to  have  a  voice  in  the  deliberations,  or  an 
influence  in  the  councils  of  Liberty. 

But  in  this  world,  what  ought  to  be,  seldom  is,  and  this  is  as  true,  nationally, 
as  individually,  and  never  more  so,  than  here  and  now.  How  we  may  preserve 
and  perpetuate  our  free  institutions,  is  one  thing  ;  whether  we  shall  do  so  is 
another.  For  myself,  judging  by  the  recent,  past,  and  the  present,  I  tremble  for 
the  future.  For  a  long  time,  false  principles  have  been  at  work  in  our  country. 
The  enemy  of  mankind  and  of  Liberty,  hath  sown  tares  with  the  wheat ;  and 
the  danger  is,  as  has  heretofore  been,  that  the  tares  will  choke  the  wheat,  so  that 
it  be  unfruitful,  if  they  do  not  root  it  out  altogether.  False  notions  of  freedom, 
spurious  in  their  inception,  and  wicked  in  their  results,  are  promulgated,  and  spread 
to  an  alarming  exten*-,  undermining  all  those  principles  of  stability,  which,  so 
necessary  to  our  preservation,  require  our  free  obedience  and  hearty  concurrence. 
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Instead  of  Liberty  under  Law.  the  only  liberty,  that  moral,  dependent,  and  ac¬ 
countable  beings  can  or  ought  to  enjoy,  we  are  tending  to  a  state  of  liberty  with¬ 
out  law,  a  state  of  reckless  license. 

A  modern  Christianity,  falsely  so  called,  wiser  and  holier  than  God,  or  makinr^ 
to  itself  a  God  out  of  the  thin  and  slazy  shreds,  and  tinselled  patches  of  a  sicklv 
sentimentalism — scouting  at  the  Eible  as  a  parcel  of  old  wives’  fables,  prates  of 
the  divinity  of  our  poor,  wretched,  and  sinful  humanity,  and  aims  a  blow  at  all 
moral  obligation  and  accountability,  while  it  seeks  to  supplant  the  clear  and 
piercing  light  of  God's  Law  by  the  feeble  wayward  ignis  fatuus  of  its  own  crea¬ 
tion. 

A  modern  Philanthropy,  more  benevolent  and  just  than  God — talking  of  the 
perfectability  and  holiness  of  human  nature — converting  moral  turpitude,  and 
guilt,  and  crime,  into  misfortune,  and  accident,  and  disease— seeking  to  do  away 
with  the  sanctions  of  all  law  human  and  divine,  quarrelling  with  nature  even 
because  she  punishes  unrelentingly  those  who  violate  her  commands,  and  incur 
her  penalties ; — and  worshipping  the  creature  more  than  the  Creator,  would 
cause  the  people,  like  Nebuchadnezzar,  forgetful  of  his  true  position  as  a  rational 
and  moral  being,  to  fall  from  their  uprightness,  and  never  casting  an  eye,  or 
breathing  an  aspiration  heavenward,  to  grovel  on  the  earth  debased  and  wretched. 

A  modern  Democracy,  wiser  than  what  is  written — too  wise  to  learn  wisdom 
from  the  past — too  free  to  conform  to  the  inherent  principles  of  right — substitu¬ 
ting  a  temporal  expediency  for  an  eternal  truth — teaching  the  abominable  lie, 
that  all  men  are,  without  qualification,  e9W(z/--and  striving  to  make  the  lie  a  prac¬ 
tical  truth  by  bringing  all  to  the  level  of  the  lowest  possible  standard,  or  what 
may  be  worse,  by  stirring  up  the  cesspools  of  society,  and  bringing  to  the  surface 
the  foul  particles,  and  noxious  gases,  because,  forsooth,  it  is  so  very  democratic 
that  the  filthy  sediment  of  ignorance,  and  vice,  should  be  as  high  in  the  fountain 
as  the  pure  water  of  intelligence,  and  virtue — giving  to  the  knave  and  fool,  not 
merely  equal,  but  greater  power  and  influence  than  to  the  honest  and  the  wise — 
is  subverting  the  very  first  principles  of  a  true  Republicanism ;  and,  while  pander¬ 
ing  to  the  worst  passions  of  the  heart,  is  introducing  a  spirit  of  lawless  insubor¬ 
dination,  and  reckless  selfishness,  that,  regardless  of  all  right  in  seeking  a  present 
gratification,  is  bringing  in  a  bondage  worse  than  the  despotism  of  a  Russian 
Autocrat. 

A  great  champion  and  oracle  of  Democracy,  obeying  the  teachings  of  a  French 
infidel  Jacobinism,  first  proclaimed  these  false  and  deadly  sentiments  in  the  great 
temple  of  our  Liberties,  and  like  a  true  Demagogue,  constituted  himself  the  great 
high-priest  of  their  impure  rights,  to  minister  at  their  unholy  altar.  From  that 
day,  his  teachings,  seizing  hold  upon  the  selfish  propensities  of  human  nature, 
have  spread  among  the  people,  like  the  thistle  of  Canada  over  the  green  uplands 
of  the  North,  choking  and  destroying  all  that  is  healthful  and  nourishing. 
Prophets  have  prophesied  falsely,  and  the  people  love  to  have  it  so.  And  what 
wonder  ?  A  stream  can  not  rise  higher  than  its  source.  If  we  neglect  the 
teachings  of  the  Bible  ;  if  we  draw  not  our  wisdom  from  above  ;  from  the  foun¬ 
tains  of  all  good ;  if  we  forget  God,  and  obey  not  the  Gospel :  if  we  subvert  the 
true  order  of  things,  and  suffer  the  ignorant  and  the  vile,  to  occupy  our  high 
places,  to  rule  over  and  control  us ;  if  we  disregard  the  truth,  and  desert  the  good 
man  for  the  demagogue ;  if  we  seek  not,  unselfishly,  the  true  welfare  of  our 
country,  and  our  whole  country,  but  sacrifice  ourselves,  and  all  that  is  high,  and 
holy,  and  honorable,  to  the  demon-god  party j  what  wonder  that  our  “gold  be¬ 
comes  dim,  and  our  most  fine  gold  changed,”  that  “  the  stones  of  our  sanctuary 
are  poured  out  in  the  top  of  every  street,  that  our  precious  stones,  comparable  to 
fine  gold,  are  esteemed  only  as  earthen  pitchers,  that  our  people  become  cruel 
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like  the  ostriches  in  the  wilderness,  thab  our  young  children  ask  bread  and  no 
man  breaketh  it  unto  them.” 

We  can  not  fly  higher  than  our  aspirations  and  desires  may  tend  •  and  when, 
disregarding  the  warnings  of  past  experience  and  sagacity,  and  forgetting  “  the 
price  that  is  put  into  our  hands  to  get  wisdom,”  we  make  the  temple  of  our  lib¬ 
erties  a  great  charnel  house  of  licentiousness ;  and,  opening  our  arms  wide,  not 
only  sufter  ourselves  to  be  the  receptacle  of  the  ignorance,  and  superstition,  and 
vice,  of  the  world ;  but  suffer  that  ignorance,  and  superstition,  and  vice,  to  be¬ 
come  active  agents,  and  ministers  in  our  most  holy  things  ; — when,  contrary  to 
the  divine  precept,  we  “  set  a  stranger  over  us  which  is  not  our  brother,”  “  our 
inheritance  shall  be  turned  to  strangers,  and  our  houses  to  aliens,”  and  ourselves 
left  desolate  in  the  land  of  our  fathers.  Our  flight  thus  earthward,  our  actions 
thus  grovelling,  it  were  not  amiss  to  change  our  national  emblem  from  the  soar¬ 
ing  eagle,  that  looketh  in  the  sun,  to  the  filthy  duck  that  delves  in  muddy  pools, 
and  gathers  nutriment  from  their  impure  sediment. 

To  all  this  evil  there  is  but  one  remedy.  “  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  stand  ye  in 
the  ways,  and  see,  and  ask  for  the  old  paths,  where  is  the  good  way,  and  walk 
therein,  and  ye  shall  find  rest  for  your  souls.”  Any  departure  from  right  princi¬ 
ples  always  did,  and  always  will,  bring  with  it  sad  disaster.  And  any  doctrine 
that  teacheth  otherwise  than  that  God  is  our  sovereign  Ruler,  and  final  Judge, 
and  we  the  subjects  of  his  will ;  that  Government  is  ordained  of  God,  and  should 
ever  conform  to  his  will,  to  the  eternal  and  immutable  ria'ht ;  that  a  true  and 
just  equality  embraceth,  and  inculcateth  obligation  as  well  as  right,  duty  as  well 
as  privilege  ;  that  true  worth  should  ever  be  the  criterion  of  excellence  and 
honor  5  that  power  without  knowledge,  and  knowledge  without  virtue,  are  dan¬ 
gerous  in  any  society ;  that  civilization,  and  Christianity,  are  alike  necessary  to 
stability,  and  true  freedom — in  fine,  that  “  Righteousness  exalteth  a  nation,  while 
sin  is  a  reproach  to  any  people ;”  is  a  false  doctrine,  that  sooner  or  later  will 
poison  all  that  is  healthy,  and  destroy  all  that  is  beautiful  and  pure.  And  the 
nation,  that  suffereth  itself  to  be  cajoled  and  led  astray  by  the  flattering  but  dead¬ 
ly  arguments  of  a  false  democracy,  a  false  philanthropy,  a  false  Christianity,  will 
make  shipwreck  of  its  faith,  and,  given  over  to  believe  a  lie,  will  starve  on  the 
barren  rocks  of  party  spirit,  sink  in  the  quick-sands  of  anarchy,  or  be  cast  upon 
the  shores  of  despotism,  to  be  imprisoned  and  enslaved  forever. 

Liberty  and  Despotism,  the  good  and  the  evil,  are  e\er  contending  for  the  mas¬ 
tery.  The  good  exists  but  by  constant  care,  and  advances  but  by  constant  exer¬ 
tion  ;  relaxation  is  prostration ;  cessation  is  death.  The  evil,  if  but  let  alone, 
will  increase  till  it  cover  the  earth  with  its  destructive  influences.  Erect  no  bar¬ 
riers  against  its  approaches,  or  throw  down  the  barriers  that  may  have  been  al¬ 
ready  erected,  and,  like  the  drifting  sands  of  the  desert,  it  will  advance  in  its  en¬ 
croachments,  and  pile  up  its  accumulations,  till  it  cover  city  and  town,  palace  and 
cottage  roof,  and  green  fields  and  flowers,  and  happy  homes,  with  its  dismal  des¬ 
olation. 

« 

Against  the  inroads  of  evils  destructive  to  our  liberties,  our  fathers  sought  to 
guard  us,  as  we  have  already  seen,  by  raising  up,  as  barriers,  the  firm  and  united 
influences  of  Religion  and  Education.  The  Meeting-house,  and  the  School-house, 
were  at  once  the  arsenals  and  citadels  of  permanent  peace  and  prosperity.  When 
our  arsenals  are  pillaged  and  left  empty,  or  are  made  the  store  houses  of  rub¬ 
bish,  or  of  tinsel- finery,  of  gilded  pomp,  or  holiday  fireworks ;  and  our  citadels 
are  dismantled,  or  turned  into  theatres  of  idle  declamation,  insubordination  or 
empty  show,  how  will  our  peace  become  a  mere  thing  of  chance,  and  our  pros¬ 
perity  a  matter  of  sufierance  alone. 

i:  Standing  in  the  way  and  asking  for  the  old  paths,  we  find  some  grown  over 
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from  long  desuetude,  others  hidden  with  accumulated  rubbish.  We  find  that  we 
have  suffered  many  a  rood  of  the  old  walls  to  crumble  away,  and  that  over  the 
ruins  have  come  in  the  sifting  sands  of  ignorance,  and  superstition,  and  licen¬ 
tious  selfishness,  and  false  doctrine,  till  many  a  fair  field  has  become  desolate,  and 
many  a  pure  stream  corrupt. 

The  proportional  amount  of  educated  piety,  of  Christianized  intelligence,  has 
decreased ;  while  the  influence  and  power  of  the  unprincipled,  the  sordid,  and 
the  ignorant,  seem  to  be  extending  on  every  side.  In  no  way  is  this  more  appa¬ 
rent  chan  in  the  ease  and  facility  with  which  those  who  are  totally  unfit,  either 
by  nature  or  education,  gain  access  to  our  most  holy  places,  sit  in  our  most  hon¬ 
ored  seats,  and  influence  and  control  our  most  important  and  vital  interests. 

To  counteract  and  control  the  evil  that  would  naturally,  and  spontaneously, 
spring  up  among  ourselves,  were  no  easy  task ;  but  when  that  evil  is  increased, 
and  urged  forward,  hy  an  unceasing,  and  ever  accumulating,  amount  and  inrush 
of  foreign  aid,  we  may  well  grow  anxious  as  to  the  result.  The  man  with  one 
devil  was  in  a  most  TSTetched  plight ;  but  when  in  addition,  the  seven  foreign  devils 
came  in  and  dwelt  there,  the  house,  that  before  had,  with  so  much  difficulty,  been 
swept  and  garnished,  became  irremediably  full  of  all  uncleanness. 

The  very  incoming  of  ignorant  and  depraved  foreigners  among  us,  adding  to 
the  amount  of  ignorance  and  vice  already  here,  like  the  turbid  tide  of  the  Mis¬ 
souri  pouring  int-o  the  running  stream  of  the  monarch  of  our  rivers,  will  tinge 
and  corrupt  the  whole  mass  of  waters  to  its  very  mouth.  Their  very  coming  and 
mingling  with  us,  diminishes  the  proportional  amount  of  purity,  and  intelligence? 
and  piety,  that  we  before  had  ;  and,  from  the  very  nature  of  things,  is,  and  must 
be  productive  of  evil  alone  to  us,  however  it  may  be  to  them.  Our  moral  power 
is  weakened,  our  moral  sense  blunted,  and  our  moral  compactness  and  capabili¬ 
ties  divided,  and  distracted,  by  this  foreign  infusion.  It  were  safer  that  they 
came  not  at  all,  or  if  at  all,  that  they  were  compelled  to  produce  clean  bills  of 
moral  and  intellectual  health,  ere  a  foot  could  touch  our  shores.  Keep  out  a 
moral  plague,  as  you  would  a  physical  one,  by  keeping  out  whatever  may  bring 
or  spread  the  contagion.  Else  must  you  suffer  the  bitter  penalty. 

But  when,  devoid  alike  of  intelligence  and  integrity,  they  are,  allowed,  yea,  in¬ 
vited  to  come  in  countless  numbers  into  our  verj  sanctum  sanctorum,  to  have  rights 
of  citizenship,  to  partake  of  privileges,  to  exercise  powers,  and  to  control  inter¬ 
ests,  which  are  theirs  by  no  birth-right — for  which  they  have  paid  no  price,  and 
are  in  no  respect  competent,  or  worthy — when  the  Philistine  is  called  in  to  take 
the  place  of  the  Levite,  and  the  son  of  Balaam,  that  of  the  son  of  Aaron ;  when 
the  Gentile  seeks  and  is  permitted  to  minister  at  our  altars,  and  the  ark  of  our 
covenant  is  given  over  into  the  hands  of  the  heathen;  when,  to  use  a  more 
modern  illustration,  we  are  not  only  made  the  Botany  Bay  of  the  old  world,  and 
the  great  alms-house  of  all  creation  ;  but  ourselves  hasten  to  make  the  convicts, 
and  the  paupers,  (these  courted  guests,)  our  fellow-citizens,  and  our  rulers,  and 
give  over  into  their  hands,  and  to  their  control,  the  seals,  the  keys,  the  sword, 
and  the  scales  of  office,  of  government,  and  of  power,  we  may  well  feel  that  there 
is  rottenness  somewhere ;  and  the  lovers  of  true  liberty  clothe  themselves  in 
sackcloth  and  ashes,  and  “  stand  in  the  ways  and  ask  for  the  old  paths,  wher6 
is  the  good  way.”  Were  we  incapable  of  managing  our  own  affairs,  it  were  well 
that  we  should  send  abroad  for  aid ;  but  when,  with  full  capacity  of  our  own, 
we  send  out  and  invite  in,  not  the  good  and  wise  alone,  but  the  very  dregs,  the 
ignorant,  the  superstitious,  and  the  vicious,  of  the  old  world’s  overflowings,  to 
take  the  control  of  our  peculiar  institutions,  what  shall  be  the  end  of  such  mad¬ 
ness!  There  is  an  old  school  book, — (better,  methinks,  even  now  than  nineteen- 
twentieths  of  the  modern  compilations  of  paste  and  scissors,  with  which  we  are 
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flooded  by  the  conspiring  contrivances  of  authors,  teachers,  booksellers,  and  edu¬ 
cational  committees5)~an  old  school-book,  written  some  forty  years  ago,  by  one 
Samuel  Whelpley,  and  called  a  “  Compend  of  History, which  contains  an  article 
on  the  spirit  of  our  government  as  it  relates  to  foreigners^  so  prophetic  in  its 
views,  so  just  in  its  sentiments,  and  so  sagacious  in  its  conclusions,  that  I  can  not 
forbear  quoting  from  it  in  this  connection.  And  more  especially,  as  it  shows, 
that  the  evils,  which  we  are  experiencing,  were  long  ago  foreseen  by  the  wise 
and  good,  and  that  the  opinions,  which  we  advance,  are  not  new  or  factitious,  but 
old  and  in  their  very  nature  true.  A  true  American,  of  sound  practical  sense, 
and  discrimination,  was  that  same  Samuel  Whelpley,  and  worthy  of  true  honor 
from  us.  Among  other  things  he  says  : 

“  The  people  of  the  United  States,  in  their  favor  to  foreigners,  were  prompted 
by  purer  motives,  than  those  of  a  selfish  nature.  *  *  It  is  not  unlikely, 

however,  that  the  future  historian  will  he  compelled  to  say,  that  our  government, 
in  relation  to  foreigners,  erred  through  excess  of  benevolence  and  urbanity.  * 
*  *  The  rapid  increase  of  any  nation,  by  means  of  an  influx  of  foreigners,  is 
dangerous  to  the  repose  of  that  nation,  especially  if  the  number  of  emigrants 
hears  any  considerable  proportion  to  the  old  inhabitants.  Even  if  that  propor¬ 
tion  is  very  small,  the  tendency  of  the  thing  is  injurious,  unless  the  new  comers 
are  more  civilized,  and  more  virtuous,  and  have  at  the  same  time,  the  same  ideas 
and  feelings  about  government.  But  if  they  are  more  vicious,  they  will  corrupt ; 
if  less  industrious,  they  will  promote  idleness ;  if  they  have  different  ideas  of 
government,  they  will  contend  ;  if  the  same,  they  will  intrigue  and  interfere. 

“  The  history  of  Rome  furnishes  a  striking  instance  of  the  deplorable  effects 
of  an  influx  of  strangers  into  a  country.  After  the  Romans  had  conquered  Car¬ 
thage,  Greece,  Asia,  and  Gaul,  Italy  presently  filled  with  emigrants  from  all 
quarters.  Though  they  came,  as  it  were,  singly,  and  as  humble  suppliants,  yet, 
they  in  effect  conquered  the  conquerors.  They  inundated  all  Italy.  The  majesty 
of  the  ancient  Romans  was  obscured,  overwhelmed,  and  utterly  lost  in  an  innu¬ 
merable  swarm  of  foreigners.  This  evil  came  on  by  slow  and  imperceptible  de¬ 
grees  ;  hut  was  at  last  irresistible  and  fatal.  These  were  the  persons  generally 
employed  in  the  civil  wars.  A  multitude  made  up  of  such  people  is  always 
fickle,  inflammatory,  outrageous,  ungrateful,  vindictive,  and  burning  with  ambi¬ 
tion  to  level  all  distinctions. 

“  It  is  not  a  common  ease  that  the  most  valuable  members  of  society  emigrate- 
Though  many  worthy  characters  are  found  in  so  great  an  emigration  as  has  been 
to  this  country  ;  yet,  for  the  most  part,  they  are  the  poor,  distressed,  overwhelmed 
with  calamities,  discontented,  oppressed  by  the  tyranny  of  their  governments 
sometimes,  but  more  commonly  by  their  own  vices  or  imprudence. 

“  The  people  of  every  country  are  the  most  suitable  to  govern  their  own  coun¬ 
try.  Could  Pitt  and  Fox  he  restored  to  life,  they  would  not  make  good  legislators 
for  America.  *  *  *  The  frame  of  our  goverment  is  probably  as  faultless  as 
can  be  expected  in  this  imperfect  world.  Its  ultimate  success  then  must  depend 
upon  its  being  wisely  administered.  Relative  to  that  article,  our  security  lies  in 
our  elections.  As  in  our  form  of  government,  the  right  of  suffrage  is  among  the 
most  important  of  civil  rights,  it  should  not  only  he  preserved  inviolate  :  but  it 
should  be  guarded  with  the  severest  caution.  Foreigners  who  arrive  in  this  coun¬ 
try,  seldom  come  with  an  expectation  of  becoming  legislators  here.  Their  con¬ 
fidence  in  our  government  probably  brought  them  hither,  where  they  ought  not 
to  hope  for  more  than  complete  security  of  life,  liberty  and  property.  More 
than  such  security  would  in  the  end  work  injury  to  themselves. 

“  The  republic  of  Athens  guarded  all  the  avenues  to  citizenship  with  greal; 
strictness.  With  them,  foreigners  could  only  become  citizens  in  their  great  grand 
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*  children.  Their  policy  in  this  respect  seemed  not  only  safe,  but  necessary. 
Their  State  and  population  were  so  small,  that  could  foreigners  have  obtained 
admittance,  they  would  soon  have  outnumbered  them  It  is  as  dangerous  to  be 
outwitted  as  outnumbered,  and  it  would  be  the  true  policy  of  the  United  States, 
to  admit  no  foreigners  ever  to  the  right  of  suffrage.  No  person  should  hereafter 
become  a  citizen  but  by  being  born  within  the  United  States. 

“  Let  foreigners  find  in  this  country  an  asylum  of  rest,  an  escape  from  oppres¬ 
sion.  Here  let  them  buy,  and  build,  and  plant ;  let  them  spread  and  flourish, 
pursuing  happiness  in  every  mode  of  life  which  enterprise  can  suggest,  or  reason 
justify  j  but  let  them  be  exonerated  from  the  toils  of  government.  We  do  not 
need  their  hands  to  steady  the  ark.  If  we  make  good  laws,  they  will  share  the 
benefit ;  if  bad  ones,  the  blame  will  not  be  theirs.  Let  their  children  born 
among  us,  become  citizens  by  birth-right.” 

With  far  better  reason  to  our  mind,  might  the  aborigines  of  our  native  forests, 
and  the  slaves  of  our  southern  plantations,  particularly  the  latter,  be  admitted 
to  all  the  rights  of  citizenship,  than  the  foreigner,  who  comes  among  us  with 
habits  of  mind  and  body,  formed  and  fixed  under  influences  so  totally  different 
from  those  he  will  encounter  here.  The  slave  knows  no  other  home,  no  other 
land,  no  other  government  but  this ;  his  attachments  are  here,  and  his  views, 
such  as  they  may  be,  are  homogeneous  with  the  mass  around  him  ]  while  the 
foreigner  loves  another  land,  clings  to  old  associations,  acts  upon  different  princi¬ 
ples  from  those  about  him,  knows  little  and  cares  less  about  our  distinctive  insti¬ 
tutions,  and  caring  only  for  himself,  and  nothing  for  this  strange  land,  becomes, 
necessarily,  a  discordant  material  in  our  body  politic.  To  speak  plainly,  what 
knaves,  or  fools,  or  both,  are  they,  who  will  refuse  the  right  of  suffrage  to  the 
native  born,  and  bred,  honest  and  intelligent  man  of  color ;  while  at  the  same 
time  they  actually  force  it  upon  the  foreign  born  and  bred,  vicious,  ignorant,  de¬ 
graded,  ruffian,  and  desperado !  Yet,  there  are  those  guilty  of  such  egregious 
folly,  not  to  say  crime. 

By  the  commandment  of  the  Lord  to  the  children  of  Israel,  the  Ammonite,  or 
the  Moabite,  was  not  to  enter  into  the  congregation  of  the  Lord,  even  to  the 
tenth  generation,  forever  5  while  the  children  of  the  Edomite,  because  he  was 
their  brother,  and  of  the  Egyptian,  because  they  had  been  strangers  in  his  land, 
were  allowed  to  enter  into  the  congregation  in  their  third  generation.  Citizen¬ 
ship  was  with  them  worth  something,  and  lest  they  should  value  it  too  cheaply, 
Divine  Wisdom  put  its  price  upon  it.  It  was  a  Birth-right  blessing,  to  be  en¬ 
joyed  only  by  the  right  of  Birth.  The  reason,  and  the  wisdom  of  the  reason,  are 
obvious  ;  and  the  preceptive  idea  contained  in  and  inculcated  by  it  may  not  be 
disobeyed  or  disregarded  with  impunity  ;  without,  in  fact,  incurring  a  most  fear¬ 
ful  penalty.  An  enlightened  reason,  a  true  wisdom,  even  the  very  instincts  of 
nature  would  teach  us,  that  citizenship,  with  its  peculiar  rights  and  immunities, 
the  right  to  legislate  and  to  execute,  to  have  a  voice  in  government  and  to  govern, 
to  choose  and  be  chosen,  should  at  least  be  a  Birth-right,  a  thing  attainable,  ex¬ 
cept  in  extraordinary  cases,  only  by  those  born  and  educated  under  the  fostering 
influence  of  those  institutions,  whose  destinies  they  would  control.  “Thoumayest 
not  set  a  stranger  over  thee  who  is  not  thy  brother,”  else  “  the  stranger  that  is 
within  thee  shall  get  up  above  thee  very  high,  and  thou  shalt  come  down  very 
low  j  he  shall  be  the  head,  and  thou  shalt  be  the  tail,”  is  the  language  of  Holy 
Writ,  and  is  alike  applicable  every  where  as  to  the  ancient  people  of  God. 

Here  are  evils  in  our  midst  which  can  and  should  be  remedied  ;  but  which,  as 
prospects  now  are,  bid  fair  to  increase  till  they  become  past  endurance.  Evils 
which,  if  not  checked,  will,  like  the  swollen  turbid  torrent,  sweep  away  every 
vestige  of  our  chprished  liberties,  or  like  the  eddying  sands  over-reach,  and  over- 
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top,  every  roof,  and  dome,  and  towering  spire  of  our  dearest  institutions,  that,  * 
buried  deep  beneath,  shall  be  trodden  over  by  generations  careless  or  ignorant  of 
their  former  existence,  or  perchance,  be  exhumed  again,  only  by  the  curious  in¬ 
quirer  of  after  times,  to  be  gazed  upon  as  antique  relics  of  the  past. 

Besides  all  this,  there  are  social  and  moral  evils  growing  up  out  of  this  unre¬ 
strained  inflow,  and  citizen-making  of  ignorant  and  depraved  foreigners,  which, 
to  many  minds  are  truly  alarming.  The  bringing  of  foreign  ignorance  in  com¬ 
petition  with  American  intelligence,  in  the  several  branches  of  ordinary  labor  ; 
the  pitting  of  brute  force  against  strength  wielded  by  education  ‘  the  gradual 
encroachments  of  foreigners  upon  the  heretofore  occupied  domains  of  the  Amer¬ 
ican  laborer ;  and  the  usurpation  by  them,  of  the  various  kinds  of  employment, 
one  after  the  other,  have  a  tendency  to  degrade  labor  that  should  be  honorable ; 
not  only  in  those  several  branches  so  usurped  and  occupied,  but  in  all  others. 

The  true  policy  in  this  country,  as  well  as  the  right,  is  to  esteem  and  to  make 
labor  honorable  in  each  and  all  its  several  branches ;  that  every  employment, 
necessary  or  proper  to  the  welfare,  or  convenience  of  society,  be  held  in  respect; 
and  that  every  man,  honestly  employed  in  ministering  to  the  wants  or  comforts 
of  the  community,  may  feel  that  he  is  entitled  to  honor,  as  a  faithful  laborer  in 
his  vocation.  But  once  let  the  avenues  of  labor  be  thronged  with  the  vicious  and 
the  ignorant ;  let  the  workmen  be  wicked  or  stupid,  and  labor  itself  will  become 
degraded.  Once  degrade  labor,  and  that  will  be,  or  will  not  be,  according  to  the 
prevailing  character  and  condition  of  the  laborers,  and  aristocratic  distinctions 
in  society  will  at  once  arise,  and  become  permanent ;  or  else,  there  being  a  high 
and  a  low  of  moral  and  intellectual  worth,  and  power,  and  consideration,  the 
morally  low  will  seek  an  equality  with  the  morally  elevated,  by  pulling  down  and 
destroying  all  that  is  noble  and  excellent,  and  by  elevating  themselves  upon  the 
ruins  they  have  made. 

Furthermore,  the  coming  in  of  these  men  has  a  necessary  tendency  to  reduce 
the  rate  of  wages  to  less  than  a  living  price  for  any  other  than  the  ignorant  and 
degraded.  The  American  laborer  requires  something  more  than  barely  food  and 
clothing.  He  believes  that  “  man  should  not  live  by  bread  alone.’’  He  is  an 
intelligent  citizen,  and  feels  that  his  rate  of  wages  should  in  some  sense  be  pro¬ 
portioned  to  his  intelligence  and  refinement ;  that  the  item  of  brains  should  be 
somewhat  considered;  and  the  man  valued  according  to  his  true  manhood,  and 
not  according  to  his  mere  physical  force.  But  driven  out  by  the  under-bidding 
of  the  foreigner,  he  must  seek  some  other  employment  than  that  to  which  he  has 
been  accustomed,  or  else  be  compelled,  for  the  sake  of  bread,  to  degrade  and 
brutalize  himself  in  his  own  eyes  forever.  The  fact,  that  the  American  can  and 
does  so  readily  pass  from  one  kind  of  employment  to  another,  and  work  success¬ 
fully  in  each,  is  owing  to  the  further  fact,  that  he  is  an  educated  man,  and  so  has 
the  requisite  gumption.  7’he  ignorant  man  must,  ordinarily,  be  confined  to  his 
first  learned  kind  of  labor,  and  driven  out  of  that  he  must  starve.  Once  let  the 
American  laborer  become  ignorant  like  the  foreigner,  and  terrible  will  be  the  result. 

So  compelled  to  change,  or  reduction,  will  men  begin  to  feel  that  education  and 
refinement  would  be  to  them  a  curse,  while  ignorance  would  blunt  their  sensi¬ 
bilities,  and  make  them  more  contented  with  their  lot.  Thus  would  they  feel 
that  muscle  was  of  more  worth  than  brain — the  hand  than  the  head — and  thus 
would  labor  be  associated  with  ignorance,  till  it  become  degraded  and  remain  so 
forever.  Then  would  cease  that  mutation,  and  healthful  change  in  society,  which 
daily  supplies  the  ranks  of  distinction,  and  of  wealth,  from  the  classes  of  the  poor 
and  laboring;  and  docs  so  because,  by  universal  education  and  virtue,  the  poor 
are  fitted  fm*  stations  of  wealth  and  power.  Then  would  cease,  that  healthful 
tone  of  moral  feeling,  which  makes  the  common  laborer  honored  in  his  poverty, 
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alike  with  the  man  of  leisure  in  his  wealth,  because  the  former,  though  poor  in 
pelf,  is  rich  in  soul  and  in  intellectual  acquirements ;  and  in  the  matter  of  both 
head  and  heart  may  be  the  equal  if  not  the  superior  of  the  former. 

Then  would  the  poor  youth  cease  to  strive,  and  the  avenues  to  honor  and  in¬ 
fluence  be  shut  to  the  struggling  aspirant  from  a  degraded  class.  Then  would 
the  rich  and  educated  be  always  rich,  because  always  educated  and  refined ; 
while  the  poor  and  ignorant  would  be  always  poor,  because  always  ignorant  and 
degraded.  Wealth  would  accumulate  in  the  hands  of  the  few,  and  the  extremes 
of  condition  become  more  and  more  common,  in  sad  contrast  with  that  peaceful 
and  happy  state,  where,  (as  has  to  a  good  degree  heretofore  been.)  wealth  is  gen¬ 
erally  diffused,  and  if,  perchance,  once  accumulated,  is  speedily  scattered  abroad 
again  among  the  masses  of  society ;  and  society,  instead  of  being  one  mass  of 
homogeneous  particles,  commingling  like  pure  water  freely  ^vith  each  other,  would 
become  a  conglomerate  of  heterogeneous  matter,  ill  assorted,  ill  compacted,  and 
inharmonious.  Men  will  feel  the  evils,  and  will  look  for  the  causes  every  where 
but  in  the  right  quarter.  They  will  be  ever  looking  out  of  themselves,  w'hen  the 
root  of  the  matter  is  within  themselves.  Legislation  will  be  appealed  to  :  but 
legislation  being  the  mere  expression  of  the  popular  will,  you  may  legislate  till 
dooms-day,  and  you  will  gain  nothing.  Unless  the  people  are  right,  legislation 
can  not  make  them  right — legislation  itself  will  be  wrong.  The  tree  must  be 
good  that  the  fruit  be  good  also.  The  fact  is,  we  have  sinned  and  must  suffer; 
we  have  violated  the  laws  of  divine  wisdom,  and  justice,  and  common  sense,  and 
we  must  undergo  the  penalty.  There  is  no  help  for  the  past,  but  in  repentance. 
There  is  no  hope  for  the  future,  but  in  a  return  to  the  right  way. 

Various  are  the  devices  conjured  up,  and  the  machinery  manufactured  and  set 
in  motion,  to  counteract  the  natural  tendency  of  things.  Trades’  Unions,  Work¬ 
ing-men's  meetings,  Fourierite  fandangoes.  Industrial  associations.  National  reform 
conventions,  are  got  up  and  pushed  forward  with  officious  zeal,  in  the  vain  strug¬ 
gle.  As  well  might  you  cure  a  gangrene  with  a  patch  of  poor-man’s  plaster,  or 
stop  the  ravages  of  a  cancer  with  an  onion  poultice,  when  the  knife  and  the  saw 
alone  will  remove  the  deadly  evil.  T.egislatures  are  called  upon,  on  the  one  hand, 
by  a  wretched  and  wicked  Anti-Itent,  to  destroy  the  ancient  tenure  of  real  pro¬ 
perty,  to  wrest  from  the  landlord  owner  his  estate,  and  to  give  it  to  the  tenant, 
whose  only  right  is  to  use,  and  all  because,  forsooth,  the  former,  while  retaining 
the  ownership,  hath  suffered  the  use  to  remain  unbroken  in  the  family  of  the 
latter  ;  and  on  the  other  hand,  by  a  parcel  of  needy  adventurers,  under  the  name 
of  industrial  reformers,  (heaven  save  the  mark !)  to  make  an  indefinite  quantity 
of  real  estate,  under  the  beguiling  title  of  a  homestead,  exempt  from  al’  liability 
for  the  indebtedness  of  its  owner,  however  dishonest,  and  to  limit  the  amount  of 
estate  to  be  held  by  any  one  man ;  with  the  hope,  or  pretence  of  hope,  of  so  re¬ 
sisting  the  tendency  of  things  as  shown  by  the  accumulation  of  wealth  in  the 
hands  of  the  few ;  of  resisting  an  evil,  which  is  caused  by  their  own  ignorance, 
and  stupidity,  and  wilful  wrong. 

Let  the  people  be  truly  educated  in  the  knowledge  and  fear  of  God,  as  well  as 
in  the  science  of  man,  and  of  human  government,  as  they  once  were  in  the  good 
old  Puritan  days  of  our  Fathers ;  let  them  keep  the  ignorant  and  vicious  foreigners 
from  exerting  an  undue  influence  in  the  land,  especially  let  them  keep  these 
ignorant  and  vicious  ones  out  of,  and  away  from  our  ballot-boxes,  and  offices  of 
trust,  from  positions  they  are  in  no  wise  fitted  to  assume  ;  let  them  be,  and  act 
like  men,  like  Christian  men,  like  true  Americans,  and  we  should  have  none  of 
this  struggling  in  the  dark  ;  this  blind  application  of  remedies  to  evils,  without 
any  real  knowledge  of  their  true  causes ;  we  should  have  no  need  of  Utopian 
theories  of  social  organization  ;  laws  to  protect  property  from  the  payment  of  just 
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debts  in  the  one  case,  and  to  sanction  the  seizing  and  dividing  of  estates  where 
there  are  no  debts,  in  the  other  case.  Make  the  people  virtuous  and  intelligent, 
and  keep  them  so,  preserving  them,  meantime,  from  all  possible  foreign  infusions 
of  vice  and  ignorance,  and  false  doctrines,  and  there  will  be  no  difficulty,  and  no 
danger.  Each  will  have  enough,  and  each  will  enjoy  his  own.  Any  other  course 
will  be  a  vain  subterfuge ;  and  any  other  attempt  at  elevation  will  be  like  the 
attempt  of  a  man  to  raise  himself  in  a  basket,  by  pulling  at  the  handles. 

Labor,  once  degraded,  must  needs,  always  remain  so.  Hence  the  attempts  of 
those  who,  by  under-bidding,  have  driven  out  of  the  market  honest  and  intelli¬ 
gent  competition,  to  restore  their  several  kinds  of  labor  to  their  former  positions 
of  respect  and  emolument,  are  almost  invariably  futile.  Working-men’s  combi¬ 
nations  and  strikes,  almost  without  exception  the  work  of  foreigners,  will  seldom 
raise  the  price  of  wages,  which  the  same  men  have  separately  labored  to  reduce. 

Labor  must  be  made  honorable  by  its  own  intrinsic  merits,  and  not  by  any 
legislative  enactments,  or  selfish  associations  ;  by  the  honorable  and  manly  char¬ 
acter  of  those  who  fill  its  wide  domains,  and  not  by  resolutions,  and  discontented 
speeches  of  the  idle,  the  uneasy,  or  the  vicious.  The  American  can  never  hope 
for  true  success,  and  riches  and  prosperity,  aye  and  liberty,  unless  he  will  strive 
for  and  get  an  American  birth,  and  an  American  education  for  American  citi¬ 
zens  ;  American  citizens  for  American  legislators,  and  American  rulers ;  an  Amer¬ 
ican  people  for  an  American  government,  and  an  American  government  for  an 
American  people.  Every  where,  and  every  when,  a  true  and  enlightened  Amer¬ 
ican  feeling  must  influence  and  control  all  American  action. 

In  my  remarks  regarding  imigration  and  foreign  influence  among  us,  I  would 
have  it  most  distinctly  understood,  that  I  make  them  from  no  ill  will,  or  ill  feel¬ 
ing  to  the  foreigner,  and  from  no  wish  or  intent  to  deprive  him  of  any  right  that 
he  may  have,  or  any  'privilege  that  he  ought  to  have  ;  but  from  what  I  feel  to  be 
a  due  regard  to  the  true  welfare  of  all,  of  the  foreigner  no  less  than  ourselves. 
Ho  is  our  neighbor,  and  we  are  bound  to  regard  him  as  such  ;  but  the  precept 
that  inculcates  love  to  our  neighbor,  pre-supposes  that  we  love  him  aright,  and 
maintain  our  own  integrity  in  so  doing.  That  is  but  a  mockery  of  charity,  which, 
by  a  blind  lavishment,  even  upon  a  good  object,  would  at  once  exhaust  both  prin¬ 
cipal  and  income.  Our  love  for  the  foreigner  should  be  discriminating,  and 
wisely  exercised.  We  have  other  obligations  than  to  him — obligations  to  our¬ 
selves,  to  posterity,  and  to  the  great  cause  of  human  freedom — and  our  duty  to 
the  foreigner  must  in  no  wise  interfere  with  these,  indeed,  it  can  be  rightly  ex¬ 
ercised  only  in  harmony  with  them.  That  is  a  love  more  fatal  than  hate,  which 
v/ould  lead  a  father  to  gratify  an  ill  trained,  or  an  untrained  son  with  power, 
which,  ignorantly  or  viciously,  would  be  alike  destructively  used. 

We  exact  from  our  children  an  education,  and  a  training  of  a  score  and  one 
years,  before  we  allow  them  to  have  any  voice  or  influence  in  public  afiairs,  yet 
there  is  not  a  yankee  boy  of  common  education  in  the  land,  but  that,  at  a  far 
earlier  age,  is  much  better  qualified  to  fulful  the  high  and  complicated  duties  of 
an  American  citizen,  than  any  foreigner  can  be,  who  is  transformed  into  a  citizen 
by  the  present  patent-railroad-speed  process,  were  he  a  Pitt  or  a  Fox.  Indeed, 
the  great  mass  of  these  legerdemain-made  citizens,  without  the  requisite  qualifi¬ 
cations  for  citizenship,  will  prove  but  pits  and  foxes  to  swallow  up  and  devour  our 
very  means  of  subsistence  as  a  truly  free  people.  And  in  this  connection  let  it 
be  borne  in  mind,  that  Ten  Thousand  of  the  superfluous  population  of  the  old 
world  were  transmuted  into  American  citizens,  in  the  city  of  New  York  alone, 
during  the  last  year. 

I  can  not  blame  the  foreigner  for  looking  to  this  land  as  “  a  land  of  liberty, 
and  a  home  for  the  oppressed  I  only  blame  ourselves,  for  putting  it  in  his  power 
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to  make  it  otherwise.  I  no  not  blame  the  foreigner  for  desiring  to  come  hither, 
and  partake  of  the  benefits,  political,  social,  and  personal,  (that  can  be  found  no 
where  else,)  conferred  by  our  peculiar  institutions  ]  but,  I  do  blame  him  for  at¬ 
tempting  to  interfere  with  the  management,  or  to  arrogate  the  control  of  our 
most  vital  interests ;  while  I  much  more  blame  those  of  ourselves,  who  would  for 
a  moment  allow  such  interference  or  control  in  those  so  profoundly  ignorant  of 
the  first  principles  necessary  to  our  prosperity,  and  I  may  say  existence. 

To  the  honest  and  industrious  foreigner,  must  be  accorded  the  protection  and 
fostering  care  of  our  free  institutions,  and  all  the  consequent  rights  of  acquisition 
and  enjoyment,  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness.  The  ignorant  should 
be  carefully  instructed  ;  the  vicious  and  the  idle  should  be  as  carefully  restrained, 
and  if  possible  excluded.  All,  however,  should  be  most  sedulously  debarred  from 
the  control  of  those  institutions,  whose  protection  they  seek  and  feel,  but  whose 
workings  they  do  not  understand,  and  can  not  rightly  appreciate,  and  whose 
protection  and  care  would,  under  their  management,  speedily  cease.  And  this 
should  be  done  as  well  for  the  sake  of  the  foreigner  as  of  ourselves,  in  fact,  for 
the  safety  of  our  very  institutions,  and  for  the  sake  of  the  great  cause  of  liberty 
itself. 

The  foreigner,  who  attempts  to  drive  the  chariot  of  American  freedom,  is  but 
another  Phaeton  rashly  and  fatally  seeking  to  guide  the  fiery  coursers  of  the 
Sun ;  and  that,  which  in  its  proper  course,  would  give  light,  and  heat,  and  hap¬ 
piness  to  man,  will,  once  astray,  not  only  spread  terror  and  dismay  abroad,  but 
bring  swift  destruction  upon  the  ignorant  adventurer  that  sought  to  control  an 
unknown  power.  The  propelling  forces  of  the  ocean  steamer,  that,  under  right 
direction,  would  carry  its  living  load  in  safety  across  the  deep,  once  committed  to 
the  control  of  the  ignorant  stripling,  would  quickly  launch  into  eternity  alike  the 
silly  youth  that  would  dare  to  act,  and  the  more  silly,  not  to  say  wicked,  men 
who  should  allow  such  daring.  Sooner  make  the  foreign  vagabond  an  engineer 
of  your  railway  train,  than  an  engineer  or  conductor  of  the  great  train  of  Amer¬ 
ican  freedom.  In  the  former  case,  a  few  lives  will  be  destroyed ;  while  in  the 
latter,  the  liberty  of  the  world  will  be  jeopardized. 

So  far  as  the  admission  of  foreigners  to  all  the  rights  of  citizenship,  and  the  ac¬ 
quisition  of  a  controlling  voice  in,  and  power  over,  our  government  are  concerned, 
we  might  almost  or  quite  as  well  send  our  ballot-boxes,  (the  real  source  of  all 
power  with  us,)  to  foreign  care  abroad,  and  abide  by  the  result,  as  to  submit  them 
to  foreign  control  at  home.  It  were  as  well  to  import  votes  ready  cast,  as  to  im¬ 
port  voters  to  cast  them  here.  As  well  submit  the  control  of  the  vote  of  New 
York  to  the  constituency  of  the  Archbishop  of  Tuam,  in  Ireland,  as  to  the  same 
constituency  under  Bishop  Hughes,  in  America  ^  to  a  social  club  in  France,  as  to 
a  club  of  French  socialists  in  Broadway.  It  were  better  to  be  colonies,  as  of  old, 
under  the  guidance  of  the  wisdom  of  England,  than  to  be  a  free  lazaretto,  under 
the  control  of  her  superfluous  ignorance. 

Already,  certain  American  party  presses — one  in  especial,  whose  wide  spread  cir¬ 
culation  and  influence  has  been,  is,  and  will  be  a  curse  to  the  cause  of  Liberty  un¬ 
der  Law,  and  the  permanence  of  our  free  institutions — have,  in  aid  of  the  arrogant 
graspings  of  certain  bands  of  aliens  among  us,  advanced  the  pretension,  that  for¬ 
eigners,  as  such,  should  be  entitled  to  representation  in  our  legislative  halls,  and 
seats  in  our  executive  councils.  Which  means,  if  it  mean  anything,  that  our  Legis¬ 
latures,  instead  of  being  purely  American,  should  be  indiscriminately  composed  of 
Yankees,  and  Dutch,  Spaniards,  Russians,  and  Italians,  Chinese,  and  German  Jews, 
Laps,  Poles,  Turks,  Arabs,  Swedes,  Algerines,  wild  Irish,  and  Hindoos  •  and  our 
Congress,  instead  of  being  a  national  Congress  for  the  United  States,  become  in 
the  worse  sense  a  hotch  pot  Congress  of  nations.  Carry  out  these  pernicious  doc- 
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trines,  and  we  might  as  well  contend  that  every  nation  on  earth  should  have  its 
accredited  delegates,  more  or  less,  in  our  national  (?)  councils,  to  influence  and 
control  5  and  that,  whenever  a  Legislator  is  needed,  we  should  send  abroad  no¬ 
tice  of  the  fact,  that  some  Baron  Haynau,  or  Red  Republican,  may  be  forthwith 
despatched  to  do  the  duties  of  an  American  Senator. 

The  foreigner,  if  he  has  any  of  the  love  of  liberty,  has  something  at  stake  here 
as  well  as  we.  The  permanence  of  our  liberties  and  institutions,  is,  or  should 
be,  of  as  much  moment  to  him  as  to  us.  He  is  bound  for  the  sake  of  his  offspring, 
of  future  generations,  and  of  the  cause  of  human  freedom  in  the  world,  to  do 
what  he  can  to  guard  our  institutions  from  injury,  taint,  or  perversion,  and  to 
render  permanent  the  liberties  we  now  enjoy.  He  has  a  duty  to  fulfil  in  this  re¬ 
gard  as  well  as  we  ;  and  that  duty,  I  unhesitatingly  affirm,  is,  on  his  part,  to  let 
our  government  alone,  and  not  attempt  to  meddle  with  political  affairs  of  which 
he  is  ignorant  ’  while,  on  our  part,  it  is,  so  far  as  he  is  concerned,  to  see  that  we 
are  let  alone,  and  that  no  such  intermeddling  takes  place.  In  this  there  is  no 
selfishness,  but  a  true  regard  for  the  best  interests  of  all. 

The  gases,  that  properly  combined,  furnish  forth  a  healthful  and  invigorating 
atmosphere,  if  disturbed  in  their  just  proportions,  by  foreign  influences,  or  corrupt¬ 
ed  by  foreign  miasms,  turn  at  once  to  deadly  poison.  The  air,  that  makes  us  live, 
once  breathed  or  burned,  will  make  us  die  ;  and  the  burning  coal,  that  destroys 
the  vital  principle,  destroys  that  which  feeds  its  own  flame,  while  itself  perishes 
in  the  destruction  it  has  so  actively  brought  about.  Our  political  atmosphere  of 
American  freedom,  so  life-giving,  and  life-preserving,  in  its  just  proportions  of 
moral  and  intellectual  knowledge  and  excellence,  once  tainted  with  ignorance 
and  vice,  will  necessarily  become,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  destructive  of  the 
life  it  should  sustain ;  while  the  constant  and  indiscriminate  rush,  and  admittance 
of  foreign  influences  and  evils  into  our  inner  sanctuaries,  will  turn  our  great  and 
glorious  temple  of  Liberty  into  a  political  ‘‘  Black-hole  of  Calcutta,”  whose  nox¬ 
ious  vapors  will  be  fatal  alike  to  new  comers  and  to  old,  as  well  as  to  the  cause 
of  freedom  itself. 

J  know  that  the  intelligent  and  really  honest  foreigner  agrees  with  me  in  senti¬ 
ment  ;  and  I  am  well  persuaded,  that  not  a  few  fear  and  tremble  lest  ere  long  we 
shall  have  no  “land  of  the  free,  and  home  of  the  oppressed”  for'the  foreigner  to 
flee  to,  and  all  because,  by  our  fault,  and  his  folly,  the  beautiful  machine  of  our 
peculiar  polity,  has  been  deranged  and  destroyed,  in  great  degree  at  least,  by  his 
own  ignorant  intermeddling,  and  officious  assumption  of  control.  I  know  that 
we  are  most  to  blame ;  and  I  know  too,  that  we  shall  be  the  greatest  sufferers  by 
our  fault.  And  that  we  shall  suffer,  most  greviously,  I  know,  as  surely  as  I  know 
that  penalty  follows  sin.  If  poison  be  taken  into  the  system  suffering  must  fol¬ 
low,  and  if  taken  in  sufficient  quantities  death  will  inevitably  en§ue.  And  this 
is  as  true  of  nations  and  of  polities  as  of  men.  When  we  suffer.  Liberty  suffers 
with  us.  If  Liberty  once  die  here,  where  under  the  vault  of  heaven  shall  she 
rise  again. 

With  these  views  and  feelings  do  I  call  on  all  true  Americans,  aye,  and  all 
lovers  of  liberty,  foreigners  or  no,  to  unite  in  resisting,  and  if  possible,  counter¬ 
acting  the  evils  that  threaten  our  fair  heritage,  with  such  sad  disaster.  “  The 
Philistines  be  upon  thee,  Sampson !”  Rouse  thee  to  thy  danger,  and  let  thy  cry 
be,  Americans  to  the  rescue,  and  God  for  the  right! 

Deeply  sensible  of  the  manifold  evils  that  attend  and  result  from  the  present 
influx  of  foreign  imigration,  that,  permeating  every  part  of  society,  is  under¬ 
mining  the  stability,  and  dissolving  the  cohesiveness  of  our  social  and  political 
relations ;  while  it  is  effectually  destroying  our  nationality,  (if  party  spirit  has 
left  us  any)  and  reducing  us  from  true  Americans  to  a  set  of  chameleon  nonde- 
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scripts;  a  few  persons,  who  love  their  country,  and  her  welfare,  have  formed 
themselves  into  an  Association,  known  and  hailed  as  the 

ORDER  OF  UNITED  AMERICANS, 

For  the  purpose  of  awakening,  cherishing,  and  increasing,  right  notions  of  liberty, 
and  a  true  love  of  country,  as  well  as  of  diffusing  among  themselves,  and  others, 
the  pure  principles  of  freedom,  patriotism,  and  charity.  Patriotism  and  fraternal 
benevolence  are  the  beacon  lights  of  our  Order,  and  with  them  in  view  it  were 
hard  to  stray  far  away  from  the  paths  of  duty  and  of  truth.  We  associate  for 
no  selfish  obj ects ;  but  for  purposes  the  most  disinterested;  and  if  we  be  not 
better  and  wiser  men,  the  fault  will  be  our  own,  and  in  defiance  of  the  principles 
of  our  Order.  The  following  is  the  Preamble  of  our  Constitution  : 

“  During  the  last  few  years,  events  of  a  most  alarming  nature  have  transpired,  which  threaten  to  annihi¬ 
late  those  glorious  institutions  bequeathed  to  us  by  our  patriot  sues. 

‘‘The  precepts  and  warning  legacy  of  our  inimortal  Washington,  to  “beware  of  foreign  influence,” 
seem  in  a  fearful  measure  to  have  fallen  upon  ears  deaf  to  the  cause  of  freedom,  save  that  radical  freedom 
which  admits  of  no  restraint,  and  acknowledges  no  law,  except  that  which  to-4ay  may  be  executed  and  to¬ 
morrow  aimuUed,  at  the  caprice  of  base  demagogues,  to  serve  some  imhallowed  party  purposes. 

iVith  sorrow  we  have  seen  many  of  our  countrymen  unite  with  citizens  of  foreign  birth,  in  enacting 
laws  and  supporting  principles  that  must  inevitably  end  in  the  subversion  of  our  liberties,  unless  we  r.  liy 
in  the  majesty  of  our  strength,  now,  while  we  have  the  power,  and  forever  stay  the  further  progress  of 
dangerous  innovations  upon  our  established  laws. 

“  The  most  alarming  of  these  exactions  is  the  exclusion  of  the  Bible  from  our  schools. — If  the  Word  of 
God.  the  Charts,  of  all  civil  and  religious  liberty,  be  banished  from  our  public  schools,  we  may  look 

forward  with  certainty  to  the  day  when  the  blighting  wand  of  moral  darkness  will  usurp  the  seat  of  en¬ 
lightened  rectitude,  and  when  our  dearest  rights  will  be  wrested  from  us  by  ambitious  rulers,  who  fearing 
not  God,  nor  regarding  man,  wiU  weave  around  us  the  galling  chains  of  despotism  and  forever  banish  from 
our  now  hapj)y  shores  the  name  of  freedom  and  its  attributes  I 

“  By  the  very  influx  and  numerical  increase  of  debased  and  degraded  foreigners  among  us ;  by  the  niin- 
ous  competition  of  foreign  pauper  labor,  and  by  means  of  foreign  combinations  and  influences  in  our  midst, 
our  rights  are  invaded ;  our  strength  is  weakened ;  the  American  is  driven  from  his  legitimate  employ, 
ment  or  compelled  to  descend  to  the  low  level  of  the  ignorant  and  vicious  vagabond  from  abroad  ;  the  in¬ 
telligence  and  integrity  of  the  masses,  which  form  the  bulwai-ks  of  om‘  freedom,  are  sapped  and  subverted ; 
the  happy  equality  of  condition  and  of  possession,  that  has  heretofore  characterized  us,  is  destroyed  ;  our 
moral  and  social  equilibrium  is  disturbed  ;  while  the  very  foundations  of  our  prosperity  and  happiness 
are  undermined  ;  and  our  glorious  birth-right  blessings  are  taken  from  us,  or  rendered  of  no  avail  even  by 
the  firesides  of  our  fathers. 

“  Believing  that  the  present  crisis  in  our  political,  moral  and  social  condition  calls  loudly  for  the  most 
effective  co-operation  of  all  who  sincerely  desire  the  perpetuity  of  our  institutions,  an  Order  has  been  or¬ 
ganized  for  the  purpose  of  more  effectually  securing  our  country  from  the  dangers  of  foreign  influence, 
by  a  concert  of  action,  and  singleness  of  purpose,  that  we  may  look  for  in  vain  through  the  ordinary  chan¬ 
nels  of  society.  Coupled  with  this  laudable  endeavor  to  secure  to  posterity  the  civil  and  social  religious 
rights  that  we  enjoy,  is  the  ennobling  and  virtuous  duty  of  aiding  our  fellow-men  in  distress ;  that  when 
laid  upon  a  bed  of  sickness,  the  friendly  aid  of  this  Order  may  be  manifested  in  providing  for  our  necessi¬ 
ties. — In  the  silent  watches  ot  the  night,  a  friend  wiU  ever  be  ready  to  administer  to  our  wants,  and  if 
death  lays  his  cold  hand  upon  us,  we  shaU  depart  in  the  assurance  that  our  widowed  consorts  wUl  be  the 
recipients  of  the  imperishable  friendship  if  the  fraternity,  and  if  need  be,  the  pecuniary  assistance  which 
will  soften  the  asperity  of  their  desolate  condition.  The  paternal  guardianship  of  this’  Order  wiU  ever 
bring  otir  fatherless  ch’Udren  within  its  watchful  care ;  and  especitUly  will  the  orphan  be  protected  from 
the  snares  of  a  cold  and  heartless  world,  and  placed  in  the  path  that  leads  to  honor  and  usefulness  here,  and 
to  a  blessed  rest  hereafter. 

“  In  our  efforts  to  release  our  country  from  the  thraldom  of  foreign  domination  which  now,  or  shall  here¬ 
after  exist,  we  will  act  as  with  the  heart  and  impulse  of  one  man,  and  truly  and  faithfully  conform  to  the 
wiU  of  the  majority  of  our  Order. 

‘‘  Our  political  action  will  be  adapted  to  the  exigency  of  the  crisis  that  may  arise ;  but  our  polar  star  shall 
ever  be  the  salvation  of  our  country  and  her  institutions. 

“  As  the  perpetuity  of  our  ci^^l  tmd  religious  liberties  is  the  great  object,  to  secure  which  we  unite  our 
strength,  we  will  assail  no  man  for  his  religious  opinions. 

“  With  these  remarks  on  our  objects  and  position,  we  submit  our  Constitution  to  the  examination  of  our 
countrymen,  cordially  inviting  them  to  come  forwai'dwith  us  in  securing  our  free  institutions  to  ourselves 
and  to  our  posterity,” 

Pare  and  patriotic  are  our  principles  ;  kigh  and  holy  our  purposes  and  desires. 
To  them  no  true  man,  he  he  who  he  may  can  object,  of  them  each  honest  man 
can  but  cordially  approve.  We  would  cherish  among  ourselves  American  feel¬ 
ings  and  attachments,  promote  American  objects  and  interests,  and  perpetuate 
American  institutions  and  Liberties ;  while,  with  fraternal  sympathy  and  regard 
we  strive  each  for  the  welfare  of  the  other  and  of  all. 

AVe  contemplate  no  political  action,  otherwise  than  by  the  diffusion  of  correct 
principles.  ^Ve  desire  to  be  knoum  as  no  political  party,  to  caucus  and  control. 
With  the  dirty  details  of  party  politics,  and  the  cunning  maneuvers  of  partv 
tactics,  we  would  have  nothing  to  do :  but  we  hope  yet  to  be  a  leaven  of  useful¬ 
ness  in  society,  diffusing  such  principles  of  patriotism  and  truth,  as  shall,  God 
willing,  have  a  good  influence  upon  the  political  world,  and  tend  to  purify  and 
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correct  political  action.  Our  action  may  not  be  direct,  we  could  hardly  wish,  or 
make  it  so ;  but  indirect,  for  the  counteraction  of  foreign  influence,  and  the  pre¬ 
servation  of  our  national  freedom,  by  endeavoring  to  bring  about  a  higher  state 
of  political  morality,  and  nobler  objects  of  political  action. 

The  influence  of  one  man,  with  high,  and  holy,  and  patriotic  motives,  and  opin¬ 
ions,  and  actions — one  who  strives  to  think,  and  judge,  and  act  for  the  best  and 
truest  welfare  of  the  whole,  regardless  of  paltry  party  considerations,  and  inde¬ 
pendent  of  debasing  party  trammels,  is  something,  and  worth  something  in  poli¬ 
tics.  The  influence  of  two  such  is  something  more,  even  though  they  may  act  in 
diSerent  spheres.  Bring  them  to  act  together,  and  their  power  for  good  is  greater 
still.  Unite  the  influence  of  many  more  of  the  same  stamp,  and  they  will  ac¬ 
complish  what  they  could  hardly  have  attempted  separately  and  apart.  So,  we 
believe  that,  united-together  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  great  and  glorious 
principles  of  our  Order,  we  may  do  our  country  some  service,  and  exert  a  united, 
healthful  influence,  that,  whether  it  tell  socially  or  politically,  will  tell  honestly 
and  patriotically,  and  for  the  good  of  all. 

The  very  idea  going  abroad,  that,  we  are  as  an  Order,  opposed  to  the  encroach¬ 
ments  of  foreign  influence,  and  are  desirous  of  sustaining  a  policy  purely  Amer¬ 
ican — a  Bible-based,  Law-loving,  Liberty-built  policy,  will  lead  men  to  inquire 
and  examine ;  and  our  principles,  once  understood,  will  command  the  ap¬ 
probation  and  warm  support  of  every  true  hearted  American.  The  very  idea  of 
our  existence  as  an  Order,  will  awaken  inquiry  as  to  the  call,  the  necessity,  for 
such  an  Order  ;  and  the  idea  of  the  necessity  that  should  call  for  such  an  Asso¬ 
ciation,  will  lead  to  an  examination,  cursory  or  not,  of  the  far  back  causes  and 
evils  that,  growing  rank,  have  induced  such  necessity.  So  shall  we,  as  we  wish, 
bring  our  influence  to  bear,  as  does  that  of  religion,  upon  politics,  purifying  the 
sources  that  the  streams  may  be  pure  also.  We  would  endeavor  to  act  upon  the 
principles,  and  carryout  the  ideas  of  the  great,  the  good,  the  immortal  Washing¬ 
ton,  that  wonderfully  symmetrical  and  sagacious  man,  as  expressed  by  Major 
•  General  Henry  Lee,  in  his  funeral  oration  pronounced  upon  his  death. 

“  Methinks,”  said  he,  “  I  see  his  august  image,  and  hear  falling  from  his  vene¬ 
rable  lips,  these  soul  stirring  words,”  ‘  Cease  sons  of  America  lamenting  our  sep¬ 
aration.  Go  on  and  confirm  by  your  wisdom  the  fruits  of  our  joint  councils, 
joint  efforts,  and  common  dangers.  Reverence  Religion  ;  diffuse  knowledge 
throughout  your  land;  patronize  the  arts  and  sciences;  let  Liberty  and  order  be 
inseparable  companions  :  control  party  spirit,  the  bane  of  free  government ;  ob¬ 
serve  good  faith  to,  and  cultivate  peace  with  all  nations ;  shut  up  every  avenue 
to  foreign  influence  ;  contract  rather  than  extend  national  connections  ;  rely  on 
yourselves  only  ;  be  Americans  in  thought,  word,  and  deed.  Thus  will  you  give 
immortality  to  that  Union  which  was  the  constant  object  of  my  terrestrial  labors. 
Thus  will  you  preserve  undisturbed  to  the  latest  posterity,  the  felicity  of  a  people 
to  me  most  dear.’  ” 

Washington  !  that  name  above  every  name !  The  Hero  and  Statesman !  “  First 
in  war,  first  in  peace,  and  first  in  the  hearts  of  his  countrymen.”  The  great,  the 
good,  the  beloved,  the  immortal  Washington  !  a  name  ever  dear,  and  interwoven, 
with  the  most  hallowed  associations !  a  character  that  seems  to  acquire,  if  possi¬ 
ble,  new  lustre  with  each  succeeding  year !  He  was  an  American  in  the  fullest 
sense  of  the  term,  whom  all  true  Americans  are  proud  to  emulate  and  honor. 

Gladly  do  we  seize  upon  this  passing  Anniversary  of  the  birth-day  of  Wash¬ 
ington,  ihe  greatest  and  best  of  .men,  to  pay  the  warm  tribute  of  grateful  hearts 
to  his  memory.  And  we  are  the  more  glad,  inasmuch  as  we  look  upon  him  as 
the  great  and  ever  shining  exponent  of  the  principles  that  we  advocate  as  patriot 
Americans,  and  members  of  the  Order  that  celebrates  this  day. 
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We  love  to  think  about  the  man,  and,  as  we  muse,  an  indescribable  feeling  of 
awe  and  veneration  comes  stilly  over  us,  such  as  we  feel  in  the  presence  of  no 
other.  We  seem  to  breathe  a  purer  atmosphere;  holy  influences  are  at  work 
upon  our  hearts :  selfishness  shrinks  away  rebuked,  and  the  warmer,  better  feel¬ 
ings  of  our  nature  come  swelling  up  within  us,  like  the  springs  that  gushed  be¬ 
neath  the  prophet’s  touch.  We  love  to  contemplate  him  as  a  perfect  whole  ;  as 
faultless  and  symmetrical  in  his  inner,  as  he  was  in  his  outer  man.  The  thought 
expands  the  soul,  elevates  the  feelings,  fires  our  patriotism,  and  exerts  a  hallow¬ 
ing  influence  on  our  characters  and  lives.  Others  have  been  called  great ;  but 
we  think  our  Washington  greater  than  them  all.  To  all  that  constituted  great¬ 
ness  in  them,  in  him  was  superadded  goodness.  They  demand  our  admiration, 
at  their  gallant  achievements,  and  exalted  genius  ;  but  we  turn  with  pain  from 
their  exhibitions  of  passion  and  cruelty,  while  we  can  not  but  condemn  the  selfish 
motives  of  their  actions.  Not  so  with  our  Hero  and  Statesman  ;  we  derive  new 
pleasure  from  the  continued  contemplation  of  his  character.  We  admire  his  in¬ 
domitable  courage  and  perseverance,  his  lofty  energy,  his  sound  and  discrimin¬ 
ating  judgment,  his  unbending  integrity,  and  unwavering  decision  ;  but  we  re¬ 
verence  his  pure  patriotism  and  benevolence,  and  we  love  his  piety  and  truth. 
We  love  the  man,  and  we  love  everything  about  the  man.  There  are  no  revolt¬ 
ing  or  discordant  features  in  the  picture  ;  it  is  grand  and  noble,  but  it  is  also 
pleasing  and  instructive. 

In  life  his  reward  was  rich.  Remarks  the  eloquent  Guizot :  “  Of  all  great  men 
he  was  the  most  virtuous,  and  the  most  fortunate.  In  this  world  God  has,  no 
higher  favors  to  bestow.”  “  In  life,”  we  said.  He  yet  lives,  and  will  live  so  long 
as  freedom  and  truth  live  to  send  heavenward  a  holy  aspiration.  His  is  an  im¬ 
perishable  name,  and  his  holy  influence,  like  the  circling  wave  from  a  plunging 
stone,  widening  on  through  all  time,  shall  break  only  on  the  farthest  shores  of 
eternity.  This  theme  is  dear  to  us,  and  should  be  ever  dear  to  every  true  Amer¬ 
ican.  We  love  to  dwell  upon  it,  and  as  we  become  wrapt  in  the  contemplation  of 
this  great,  and  good,  and  beloved  man,  we  are  ready  to  feel  that  the  memory  of 
such  an  one  must  be  honored  and  cherished  by  every  one  and  forever.  We  im¬ 
agine  ourselves  in  his  presence — the  calm  dignity  of  that  expansive  brow,  the 
beaming  lustre  of  that  most  benevolent  eye,  seem  at  once  to  rebuke  all  evil 
thoughts.  We  feel  ourselves  in  an  atmosphere,  where  the  holier  feelings  love  to 
rally,  and  where  the  baser  passions  dare  not  intrude.  Falsehood  and  hypocrisy 
here  shrink  away  from  the  contact  of  truth ;  meanness  and  fraud  hide  themselves 
from  the  open  eye  of  lofty  honor.  Nobility  shines  out  in  his  presence.  Not  the 
nobility  which  a  painted  crest  or  book  of  heraldry  confers,  stamped  upon  parch¬ 
ment  or  graven  upon  gold ;  but  that  which  only  the  hand  of  Deity  bestows,  that 
true  nobility  of  soul,  which,  written  upon  the  man,  is  seen  and  read  of  all. 

We  would  that  our  children  and  youth,  our  middle  aged  and  old,  might  medi¬ 
tate  upon  the  life  and  character  of  this  “perfect  just  man,”  till  they  learn  to 
emulate  his  virtues  and  become  thoroughly  imbued  with  his  spirit.  Then  would 
patriotism,  not  the  parasitical,  mushroom,  growth  of  an  hour,  now  so  rife  in 
our  midst,  but  patriotism,  pure  and  unadulterated,  live  and  flourish  among  us 
forever.  Indeed  we  know  of  nothing  that  will  more  tend  to  rebuke  the  false, 
and  encourage  the  true,  than  the  contemplation  of  such  a  character. 

When  Liberty  shall  cease  to  exist,  may  the  name  and  example  of  Washington 
cease  to  be  remembered,  and  honored,  and  not  till  then ;  while,  may  every  Amer¬ 
ican  be  ready  to  say,  “  May  my  right  hand  forget  her  cunning,  and  my  tongue 
cleave  to  the  roof  of  my  mouth,”  if  ever  I  forget  the  one  or  act  unworthily  of 
the  other. 

The  return  of  this  day  is  to  us  ever  welcome.  It  comes  with  many  hallowed 
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associations  clustering  thick  about  it ;  while  it  invites  us  with  fresh  interest  to 
contemplate  him  whose  birth  it  commemorates,  and  whose  name  ever  stands  as 
if  freshly  graven  on  the  tablets  of  our  memories.  May  no  Old  Mortality  be  ever 
needed  to  fresh  chisel  it,  to  the  end  of  time  !  As  an  Anniversary  may  this  be 
remembered  so  long  as  freedom  has  a  name,  and  liberty  a  resting  place  on  earth  ! 
And  often  as  it  returns,  may  parents  tell  their  children,  that  it  is  the  Birth-day 
of  the  Father  of  his  country  •  and  recite  to  them  the  story  of  his  life  till  their 
young  hearts  glow  with  admiration,  and  patriotic  pride,  and  the  cherished  mem¬ 
ory  of  his  virtues  be  stamped  upon  their  minds,  to  be  effaced  only  by  the  finger 
of  death. 

One  of  the  most  eloquent  men  of  modern  times,  and  one  of  the  profoundest 
statesmen  of  England,  pays  the  following  lofty  tribute  to  his  worth  : 

“  If  profound  sagacity,  unshaken  steadiness  of  purpose,  the  entire  subjugation 
of  all  the  passions  which  carry  havoc  through  ordinary  minds,  and  often  times 
lay  waste  the  fairest  prospects  of  greatness- -nay,  the  discipline  of  those  feelings 
which  are  wont  to  lull  or  seduce  genius,  and  to  mar  and  to  cloud  over  the  aspect 
of  virtue  herself— joined  with,  or  rather  leading  to  the  most  absolute  self-denial, 
the  most  habitual  and  exclusive  devotion  to  principle — if  these  things  can  con¬ 
stitute  a  great  character,  without  either  quickness  of  apprehension,  or  resources 
of  information,  or  inventive  powers,  or  any  hrilliant  quality  that  might  dazzle 
the  vulgar,  then  surely  Washington  was  the  greatest  man  that  ever  lived  in  this 
world  uninspired  by  divine  wdsdom,  and  unsustained  by  supernatural  virtue. 

“  A  perfect  just  man,  with  a  thoroughly  firm  resolution,  never  to  be  misled  by 
others,  any  more  than  to  be  by  others  overawed,  never  to  be  seduced,  or  betrayed, 
or  hurried  away  by  his  own  weakness  or  self-delusions  any  more  than  by  other 
men’s  arts  ;  nor  ever  to  be  disheartened  by  the  most  complicated  difficulties,  any 
more  than  to  be  spoilt  on  the  giddy  heights  of  fortune — such  was  this  great  man 
—maintaining  to  the  last  the  noble  character  of  a  captain  the  patron  of  peace, 
and  a  statesman  the  friend  of  justice. 

It  will  be  the  duty  of  the  historian  and  the  sage,  in  all  ages  to  let  no  occa¬ 
sion  pass  of  commemorating  this  illustrious  man,  and  until  time  shall  be  no  more 
will  a  test  of  the  progress  which  our  race  has  made  in  wisdom  and  virtue  be  de¬ 
rived  from  the  veneration  paid  to  the  immortal  name  of  Washington.” 

With  such  a  character  before  us,  and  with  the  exalted  zeal  and  enthusia,sm 
that  the  contemplation  of  such  a  character  would  inspire,  burning  in  our  hearts, 
we  can  not  but  act  honestly  and  well. 

Patriotism,  such  patriotism  as  lived  in  the  soul,  and  shone  out  in  the  life  of 
Washington,  we  claim  as  one  of  the  great  fundamental  principles  of  our  Order. 
Like  him  we  love  our  country,  and  our  whole  country,  irrespective  of  position, 
section,  or  climate.  Like  him  we  love  her  glorious  liberties  and  institutions  bet¬ 
ter  than  we  love  our  lives.  Like  him  we  would  sacrifice  our  all  to  maintain  the 
freedom  of  our  native  land.  Like  him  we  would  make  every  exertion  to  protect 
our  rights  from  the  ruthless  grasp  of  domestic  demagogues  or  of  foreign  foes. 
Like  him  would  we  “  control  party  spirit  that  bane  of  free  government.”  Like 
him  would  we  “  shut  up  every  avenue  of  foreign  influence  while  in  the  de¬ 
fence  of  our  birth-right  against  the  overwhelming  tide  of  foreign  ignorance,  and 
lawlessness  and  vice,  that  would  sweep  away  every  thing  that  is  excellent  and 
good,  we  would  “  pledge  our  lives,  our  fortunes,  and  our  sacred  honors.” 

Thus  are  we  associated  upon  principles,  and  for  purposes,  that  must  commend 
themselves  to  the  favor  of  every  lover  of  rational  liberty,  wherever  he  may  be 
found. 

W e  also  profess,  in  our  intercourse  with  each  other,  to  be  actuated  by  a  frater¬ 
nal  feeling  of  benevolence  and  regard,  that  shall  ever  lead  us  to  afford  aid  and 
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sympathy  one  to  another,  to  comibrt  the  sorrowing,  and  to  relieve  the  distressed. 
We  w^ould  have  our  social  intercourse  the  means  of  mutual  benefit,  of  mutual 
pleasure,  and  of  mutual  improvement ;  while  our  mutual  rights,  and  duties,  and 
privileges,  and  obligations,  freely  undertaken,  freely  asserted,  and  freely  per¬ 
formed,  serve  to  make  our  organization  one  of  pleasurable  profit,  and  usefulness, 
and  ourselves  better  citizens  and  better  men. 

No  brother  appeals  to  our  sympathies  in  vain,  and  knit  in  the  bonds  of  social 
intercourse,  we  cultivate  such  feelings  of  mutual  interest  and  affectionate  attach¬ 
ment  as  become  the  members  of  one  great  family,  stimulated  by  like  desires,  ani¬ 
mated  by  like  hopes,  actuated  by  like  motives,  and  striving  alike  for  one  great 
and  glorious  object — the  permanence  of  our  free  institutions,  and  the  promotion 
of  our  mutual  happiness,  under  their  shadow. 

Such  are  our  principles  and  motives  of  action— open  to  the  scrutiny  of  every 
one,  and  open,  with  all  our  jDrivileges,  to  the  participation  with  us  in  member¬ 
ship  of  all  those  American  born,  true  and  upright  men,  who  may  be  disposed  to 
conform  to  the  few  rules  that  govern  our  Association.  We  ask  none  to  join  us 
from  mere  selfish  purposes  j  but  those  who  truly  love  our  native  land,  and  our  na¬ 
tive  liberties,  and  pray  for  their  welfare,  we  would  cordially  welcome  among  us. 

We  have  indeed  signs  and  tokens,  known  only  to  the  initiated,  by  which  we 
prove  each  other,  and  by  which  we  prove  our  right  to  the  particular  immunities 
and  privileges  of  the  Order.  We  all  belong  to  the  great  brotherhood  of  man, 
and  so  we  have  a  right  to  call  each  unon  the  other  for  aid  in  our  times  of  need. 
The  right  and  the  obligation  are  common  to  all.  But  from  a  Brother  in  the  flesh 
we  may  ask  the  aid  which  we  might  not  from  a  neighbor,  or  a  mere  brother  man, 
and  in  turn  we  are  bound  to  do  for  him  what  we  might  well  be  excused  from  do¬ 
ing  for  a  stranger.  The  tie  here  is  stronger ;  the  right  and  the  obligation  are 
ever  recognized  as  greater.  We  know  the  whi/,  and  are  at  no  loss  to  recognize 
the  h'^ko,  when  such  demands  are  made.  As  members  of  the  Order  of  United 
Americans  we  have  contributed  to  certain  common  funds,  we  have  assumed  cer¬ 
tain  common  and  mutual  obligations,  and  have  thus  acquired  certain  mutual  and 
common  privileges  and  rights.  They  are  our  peculiar  property.  We  have  paid 
something,  done  something,  to  procure  them.  By  these  means  we  are  bound  to 
each  other  by  new  and  strong  ties ;  and  are  entitled  to  demand  from,  and  bound 
to  extend  to,  each  other  aid  and  counsel,  and  kindly  sympathy,  which  as  it  re¬ 
gards  our  fellow-men  generally,  we  would  have  no  peculiar  right  to  seek,  or  duty 
to  afford.  Among  members  of  the  Order,  wherever  we  are,  we  are  with  brothers, 
and  shall  find  brotherly  treatment  if  we  are  known  as  such.  But  if  among 
those  to  whom  we  are  personally  unknown,  we  seek  aid  from  the  common  fund, 
or  the  fraternal  sympathy  and  counsel  and  assistance  that  is  and  should  be  ours 
by  right  of  purchase,  of  initiation,  and  of  obligations  assumed,  how  shall  we 
make  known  our  title  to  that  for  which  we  ask,  or  our  right  even  to  ask,  unless 
we  prove  our  right  and  title,  and  show  ourselves  true  men,  by  our  signs  and 
tokens,  not  known  to  every  one.  If  strangers  apply  to  us  in  like  manner,  and 
seek,  as  members  of  the  Order,  those  peculiarly  grateful,  if  not  necessary,  atten¬ 
tions  to  which  they  are  entitled,  how  shall  we  know  that  they  are  worthy,  or  em¬ 
powered,  unless  they  shall  give  the  shibboleth^  and  prove  themselves  by  the  secret 
signal  marks  of  fraternity  ?  How  shall  the  brother  from  abroad  be  recognized  as 
such  except  by  the  brother's  sign,  and  common  token  of  adoption  1  If  he  be  a 
true  brother  he  must  abide  the  test  of  brotherhood.  Our  pass-words,  our  signs,  our 
tokens,  our  watch-words,  our  pass-ports,  our  certificates  of  fellowship,  and  our  let¬ 
ters  of  recommendation,  made  known  only  to  the  initiated  for  purposes  of  self- 
preservation,  and  to  guard  against  imposition.  He  that  would  come  to  our  coun¬ 
sels,  and  partake  of  our  family  cheer,  must  have  undergone  the  prescribed  disci- 
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pline,  performed  the  prescribed  rites,  and  passed  through  the  prescribed  mys¬ 
teries,  and  having  so  done,  he  must  be  prepared  to  give  us  the  watch-word,  and 
the  token,  that  we  may  know  and  recognize  his  right.  To  this  there  can  surely 
be  no  objection.  He  that  would  have  the  peculiar  privileges  and  immunities  of 
a  Brother,  must  be  a  Brother  properly  and  legitimately  made  ;  and,  claiming  to' 
be  a  Brother,  he  must  prove  it  by  tokens  not  known  to,  and  that  may  not  be 
counterfeited  by  every  other,  and  by  signs  that  the  stranger  and  the  alien  do  not 
possess,  and  may  not  acquire.  Jacob  deceived  Isaac  by  counterfeiting  the  tokens 
of  Esau,  and  so  deprived  his  brother  of  the  blessing.  We  would  not  be  so  de¬ 
ceived,  and  hence  require  a  token,  that  we  would  have  known  only  to  those  who 
are  entitled  to  the  blessing  by  right  of  membership.  We  take  men  as  they  are, 
and  not  as  they  ought  to  be,  else  we  should  wander  far  and  return  empty. 

We  will  not  boast,  but  we  will  do  what  we  can  and  may.  Of  the  co-operation 
of  good  men,  and  true  patriots,  we  will  ever  be  glad.  Our  principles  we  believe 
to  be  correct,  and  the  truth  and  right  gf  these  principles,  can  never,  and  will 
never  be  gainsayed  or  destroyed,  whatever  may  be  done  towards  shutting  them 
out  from  our  homes  and  our  hearts,  and  restraining  their  diffusion,  and  preventing 
their  influence  from  having  its  legitimate  effect  upon  society. 

Falsehood  may  grow  rife — false  doctrines  may  prevail — the  good  may  be  over¬ 
come — the  right  may  be  trodden  down,  and  the  truth  disregarded — evils  may  riot 
and  rule — the  alien  may  outnumber  and  subjugate  us — the  foreigner  whom  we 
have  so  unwarily,  if  not  selfishly,  for  the  sake  of  a  present  gain  of  power,  taken 
to  our  bosoms,  may  sting  us  to  death  and  our  children  also — the  spirit  of  party, 
that  spirit  of  darkness,  with  its  legion  of  evil  spirits,  may  take  full  possession  of 
us,  and  tear  and  rend  us,  casting  us  ofttimes  into  the  fire,  and  ofttimes  into  the 
water — our  Birth-right  may  be  sold  for  a  mess  of  pottage,  or  forcibly  taken  from 
us  by  despotic  hands — our  liberty  may  degenerate  into  license,  and  thence  pass 
into  grinding  tyranny — our  holiest  institutions  may  be  defiled  and  defaced,  and 
our  temples  of  freedom  become  charnel  houses  of  vice,  and  corruption,  and  all 
uncleanness — we  may  as  a  people  fall  by  our  own  folly  or  fault — yet  will  the 
principles  we  hope  to  inculcate  as  an  Order  be  none  the  less  true,  none  the  less 
right.  Inherently  correct, circumstances  can  not  alter  their  intrinsic  character, 
nor  destroy  their  natural  integrity  and  excellence. 

The  greatness  of  our  inheritance  is  equalled  only  by  the  greatness  of  our  re¬ 
sponsibility.  May  the  piety  and  patriotism  of  our  Fathers  be  ours  to  imitate, 
their  wisdom  ours  to  possess,  their  example  ours  to  transmit !  In  fine,  may  their 
God  be  our  God,  and  our  glorious  Birth-right  of  “  Liberty  under  Law”  be  the 
,  like  glorious  Birth-right  of  every  American  so  long  as  the  Sun  shall  shine  upon 
the  race  of  man. 


